Session 1

2 Samuel 7: 8-13

The forever King

All together time 

The upfront focus:

God promised a King forever – it's Jesus!

Listen

Explain to the children that we've finished learning about Ephesians and are starting to think about Christmas! 

Activity

Use a bag or a box containing objects relating to babies, e.g. Scan photo, baby gro, nappy, teddy, baby hat etc. Invite children to pick objects out of the bag, get the older ones on board by asking them to hold the objects up the front or wear a baby hat or something! Ask the children if they can guess what the objects are all to do with? Babies!

Listen

  Talk about how normally when someone is expecting a baby they are very excited but they don't know much about who the baby will be. They might find out if it is a boy or a girl but they certainly don't normally know what the baby will be when it grows up, what will happen to it when it is older or what sort of life it will have. 

  Talk to the children about how their parents didn't know before they were born what they would be like. Explain that before Jesus was born though lots and lots of things had been said about who he would be and what he would be like. We'll be learning about them over the next times at Sunday Club...

Sing:

Who's the King of the Jungle?

Listen

Talk about how God made a promise, that there would be a King who would be King forever! And ever and ever and ever! He made this promise to King David who was King of God's people ages and ages before Jesus was born.

Read

Tell the children that when important royal announcements were made a long time ago they were often written down on scrolls. Ask for volunteers to come and hold a scroll you have with the promise God made to King David ages and ages and ages ago written on it. (This might be a good opportunity for some of the older children to be able to stand up and stretch their legs) Get one child to hold one end while the other unrolls it. On it it should say:

“King David, your family and your kingdom will go on forever! Your throne will last forever” 2 Samuel 7:16

Listen

Explain to the children that this doesn't mean that the actual throne the special chair David sat on was going to last forever! It meant that there would be someone from his family who would be King forever. God promised David that there would be a King forever. And it turned out that Jesus is that King!

Tell the children that in their groups they will be finding out more about Jesus being the King forever that God promised.

Resources:

Bag full of baby related things

Scroll with bible verse written on

paper and pencils in case you want to go for children drawing what they want to be when they grow up option!

Leaders' NB

When you are talking about the wise men this week do talk about wise men, not Kings visiting Jesus! The bible says they are wise men and if we call them Kings it will probably cause confusion this week and distract from the main teaching point that Jesus is the King forever! Also, we don't know how many there were, so for accuracy's sake avoid saying 3 wise men. The bible says there were 3 gifts but we don't know how many men brought them!

Sparklers

Focus: Matthew 2: 1-12

Big idea: Jesus is the King forever

Read

Read a version of Matthew 2:1-12, the wise men visiting Jesus. This version might be good:

One dark night some clever men saw a brand new star! 

“Follow that star!!!!” 

They followed and followed and followed.

They arrived at Herod's house!

The clever men asked Herod, 'Where is the new King?'

Herod asked his helpers, 'Where is the King supposed to be born?'

The helpers said 'In Bethlehem'

The clever men followed the star all the way to Bethlehem. 

The star stopped just where little Jesus was staying in Bethlehem

They clever men had found the new King, Jesus!

The clever men gave little King Jesus presents.

Shiny gold and smelly frankincense and myrrh.

And they bowed down, they worshipped him.

Jesus is the King forever, the King that God promised would come!

Play

Play dressing up in King / Queen / Princess clothes. Put on crowns. Talk about how there are lots of Kings and Queens and there have been lots of Kings and Queens but Jesus is the only one who is going to be King forever! That's brilliant because it means He's on his throne now, ruling the whole world and looking after us. 

Play

Play 'Pass the Crown', a variation on Pass the Parcel! Use a toy or cardboard crown and have some music playing. When the music stops the person with the crown puts it on their head! Start the music again and pass the crown around again! Talk about how there are lots of Kings and Queens but Jesus is the King forever!

Sing

Away in a manger

Jesus is the mighty King: Song to the tune of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Here we go up to Bethlehem: Song to the tune of Here we go round the Mulberry bush

Jesus is the mighty king,        

He is Lord of everything.

Born for us on Christmas Day

In a stable far away.

Jesus is the mighty king,

He is Lord of everything

 

Here we go up to Bethlehem X2      

Bethlehem, X2

Here we go up to Bethlehem

To see the baby Jesus

 

Here we see the star in the sky etc

For the baby Jesus

 

Here we hold the Jesus child etc.

Praise to baby Jesus!

(The idea for using the tune of 'Here we go round the Mulberry bush' for the Christmas story appears to have come from Sydney Carter and his song can be found at http://www.stainer.co.uk/hymns/advent.html  The above are some of our verses that are more suited to our theme.)

Make

Give the children a picture of a throne which they can decorate themselves. Have written somewhere on the picture “Jesus is the King forever' and “God told King David, “Your throne will last forever”. Talk again about how obviously God wasn't talking about the actual chair but that there would be a King who would be King forever. Remind the children that we've learnt today from the bible that Jesus is that King and talk about how great it is that Jesus is that King, it means He is in control, He's sitting on His throne in heaven ruling the world. We don't need to worry about anything because Jesus is the King! You could also talk about how we need to do what Jesus says because He's the King.

Pray

Say thank you to God that he kept His promise and sent Jesus to be King forever.

Resources:

Bible story

Crown

Music

CD player

Dressing up

Throne pictures and stickers / colouring pencils to decorate

Scramblers

Focus: 2 Samuel 7:11-13

Big idea: Jesus is the King forever

Investigate:

Depending on how enthusiastic you think the children might be you could say you are pretending to be detectives and finding evidence that Jesus is the King forever that God promised. You could even equip them with a magnifying glass or other detective type equipment. 

Use a special box or bag with a range of objects in that are associated with parts of the Christmas story that show us that Jesus is the King forever that God promised. Attach to each of the objects a piece of paper or card with the bible reference written on it. Invite the children to take it in turns to choose an object from the box and either look up together the bible verse relating to that object and read it or have the passages printed out. Talk about each one as you go along. It's up to you how many you do, you will know what the children in your group can cope with! Choose from the following suggestions:

A picture of a family tree

Bible verse: Matthew 1:1-16 (you probably won't want to read it all out, perhaps just show the children where David is and where Jesus is!)

Explain that this is a family tree, it shows us who Jesus was related to. Find where David is in the family tree. Jesus was his great great great great great (and so on and so on) grandson! So Jesus was from King David's family

Ask:

Who can remember the promise that was made to King David? That someone from his family would be King forever.

How does this part of the bible help us understand that Jesus is that King?

It shows us Jesus was from David's family, He's from the royal family – you need to be in the royal family to be King.

A present

Bible verse: Matthew 2: 1-2 

Explain that Magi means wise men!

Ask:

Who did the wise men go to see first? Herod. You could talk about how Herod was the King when Jesus was born, the wise men knew they were looking for a King so they went to the palace which is where you would expect to find one.

Who were they looking for? The baby who had been born to be King of the Jews

Talk about how nearly every baby gets visitors when they are born, you could ask the children if they know who came to visit them? But it's very unusual to get wise men from far away coming to visit unannounced! They knew that a King had been born so it was worth their while to make the long journey!

A map

Bible verse: Matthew 2: 3-5

Ask: 

What does Herod ask? Where the Christ was going to be born.

Explain that Christ is a word for King! Herod wanted to know where the King that  God had promised would be born.

Where does it say he will be born? In Bethlehem. And that's where Jesus was born! More proof that Jesus is the King God promised.

A sheep or an angel!

Bible verse: Luke 2:8 -12

Ask:

Who came to see the shepherds? An angel

What sort of news did he bring? Good news! Of great joy! Talk about how the news about Jesus is such good news. He's the King God promised who will be King forever. 

Which town was Jesus born in? In Bethlehem, that's what the town of David means. Talk about how that's more proof that Jesus is the King forever – he was born in King David's town – he arrived in the royal town!

Who does the angel say Jesus is? A Saviour and Christ the Lord. Remind the children that Christ means King. The angel said that the baby Jesus was the rescuer and the King. What great news!

So what?

Talk about how we've learned that Jesus is the King forever. That means that Jesus is King now and always will be. He wasn't just King when He was a baby or when He lived on earth, He's still the King now. If Jesus is King now we should do what He says! We should follow Him and live His way. 

It's great to remember that when bad things happen, if we're worried about anything or scared Jesus is the King still now. That means He's in charge of everything so nothing will happen that isn't part of His good plan for us. 

(You could talk a bit about how that doesn't mean bad things won't happen, but that it does mean that everything that happens is part of Jesus' plan and He is in control)

Play an active game:

Play a version of musical chairs but with crowns (cardboard ones are fine or toy ones if you have them.) Make sure one crown is different from all the rest, perhaps label it with a label saying 'King forever'. Put the crowns around the room and play some music, when the music stops everyone has to run to get a crown and put it on. After each round take a crown away, and whoever doesn't get one when the music next stops is out. Arrange it so that the last crown left is the special 'King forever' one. At the end of the game look together at the label and talk about how God's people were waiting for the King who would be King forever. Kings came and Kings went, none of them seemed to be the King forever, but then Jesus came, He was amazing and because He came alive again and is now in heaven we know for sure, He is the King forever.

Make

Give the children a picture of a throne which they can decorate themselves. Have written somewhere on the picture “Jesus is the King forever' and “God told King David, “Your throne will last forever”. Talk again about how obviously God wasn't talking about the actual chair but that there would be a King who would be King forever. Remind the children that we've learnt today from the bible that Jesus is that King and talk about how great it is that Jesus is that King, it means He is in control, He's sitting on His throne in heaven ruling the world. We don't need to worry about anything because Jesus is the King! You could also talk about how we need to do what Jesus says because He's the King.

Make

A birth announcement card for Jesus with details of his birth and writing somewhere on it 'The King forever has been born'

Sing

Teach the children a new Christmas song or two!

Jesus is the mighty King: Song to the tune of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Here we go up to Bethlehem: Song to the tune of Here we go round the Mulberry bush

Jesus is the mighty king,        

He is Lord of everything.

Born for us on Christmas Day

In a stable far away.

Jesus is the mighty king,

He is Lord of everything

 

Here we go up to Bethlehem X2      

Bethlehem, X2

Here we go up to Bethlehem

To see the baby Jesus

 

Here we see the star in the sky etc

For the baby Jesus

 

Here we hold the Jesus child etc.

Praise to baby Jesus!

(The idea for using the tune of 'Here we go round the Mulberry bush' for the Christmas story appears to have come from Sydney Carter and his song can be found at http://www.stainer.co.uk/hymns/advent.html  The above are some of our verses that are more suited to our theme.)

Pray

Thank God that He kept His promise and sent Jesus to be King forever. Ask for His help to live with Jesus as our King. 

Resources:

Bibles or bible passages

Objects relating to bible passages labelled with verses

Throne pictures and stickers / colouring pencils etc to decorate

Template of a birth announcement

Crowns, one labelled with 'King Forever' and music

Explorers

Focus: Passages from Matthew and Luke

Big idea: Jesus is the King forever

Investigate:

Depending on how enthusiastic you think the children might be you could say you are pretending to be detectives and finding evidence that Jesus is the King forever that God promised. You could even equip them with a magnifying glass or other detective type equipment. 

Use a special box or bag with a range of objects in that are associated with parts of the Christmas story that show us that Jesus is the King forever that God promised. Attach to each of the objects a piece of paper or card with the bible reference written on it. Invite the children to take it in turns to choose an object from the box and look up the bible verse relating to that object. Talk about each one as you go along. It's up to you how many you do, you will know what the children in your group can cope with! Choose from the following suggestions:

A picture of a family tree

Bible verse: Matthew 1:1-16 (you probably won't want to read it all out, perhaps just show the children where David is and where Jesus is!)

Explain that this is a family tree, it shows us who Jesus was related to. Find where David is in the family tree. Jesus was his great great great great great (and so on and so on) grandson! So Jesus was from King David's family

Ask:

Who can remember the promise that was made to King David? That someone from his family would be King forever.

How does this part of the bible help us understand that Jesus is that King?

It shows us Jesus was from David's family, He's from the royal family – you need to be in the royal family to be King.

A present

Bible verse: Matthew 2: 1-2 

Explain that Magi means wise men!

Ask:

Who did the wise men go to see first? Herod. You could talk about how Herod was the King when Jesus was born, the wise men knew they were looking for a King so they went to the palace which is where you would expect to find one.

Who were they looking for? The baby who had been born to be King of the Jews

Talk about how nearly every baby gets visitors when they are born, you could ask the children if they know who came to visit them? But it's very unusual to get wise men from far away coming to visit unannounced! They knew that a King had been born so it was worth their while to make the long journey!

A map

Bible verse: Matthew 2: 3-5

Ask: 

What does Herod ask? Where the Christ was going to be born

Explain that Christ is a word for King! Herod wanted to know where the King God promised would be born.

Where does it say he will be born? In Bethlehem. And that's where Jesus was born! More proof that Jesus is the King God promised.

A sheep or an angel!

Bible verse: Luke 2:8 -12

Ask:

Who came to see the shepherds? An angel

What sort of news did he bring? Good news! Of great joy! Talk about how the news about Jesus is such good news. He's the King God promised who will be King forever. 

Which town was Jesus born in? In Bethlehem, that's what the town of David means. Talk about how that's more proof that Jesus is the King forever – he was born in King David's town – he arrived in the royal town!

Who does the angel say Jesus is? A Saviour and Christ the Lord. Remind the children that Christ means King. The angel said that the baby Jesus was the rescuer and the King. What great news!

So what?

Talk about how we've learned that Jesus is the King forever. That means that Jesus is King now and always will be. He wasn't just King when He was a baby or when He lived on earth, He's still the King now. If Jesus is King now we should do what He says! We should follow Him and live His way. 

It's great to remember that when bad things happen, if we're worried about anything or scared Jesus is the King still now. That means He's in charge of everything so nothing will happen that isn't part of His good plan for us. 

(You could talk a bit about how that doesn't mean bad things won't happen, but that it does mean that everything that happens is part of Jesus' plan and He is in control)

Play an active game:

Play a version of musical chairs but with crowns (cardboard ones are fine or toy ones if you have them.) Make sure one crown is different from all the rest, perhaps label it with a label saying 'King forever'. Put the crowns around the room and play some music, when the music stops everyone has to run to get a crown and put it on. After each round take a crown away, and whoever doesn't get one when the music next stops is out. Arrange it so that the last crown left is the special 'King forever' one. At the end of the game look together at the label and talk about how God's people were waiting for the King who would be King forever. Kings came and Kings went, none of them seemed to be the King forever, but then Jesus came, He was amazing and because He came alive again and is now in heaven we know for sure, He is the King forever.

Make

Give the children a picture of a throne which they can decorate themselves. Have written somewhere on the picture “Jesus is the King forever' and “God told King David, “Your throne will last forever”. Talk again about how obviously God wasn't talking about the actual chair but that there would be a King who would be King forever. Remind the children that we've learnt today from the bible that Jesus is that King and talk about how great it is that Jesus is that King, it means He is in control, He's sitting on His throne in heaven ruling the world. We don't need to worry about anything because Jesus is the King! You could also talk about how we need to do what Jesus says because He's the King.

Play an active game

Play a charades type game where you invite the children to act out for everyone to guess what they would like to be when they are grown up. If you think the children you have would be unwilling then they could all draw a quick picture of what they would like to be when they are grown up and hold it up for everyone to see.

Explain to the children that if Jesus had played this game he could have said 'When I grow up I want to be King forever' The promise made to King David was that someone from his family would be King forever, and it turned out that that person is Jesus! Look up the verse together from the All together time to remind the children that this promise is from the Bible.

Pray

Thank God that He kept His promise and sent Jesus to be King forever. Ask for His help to live with Jesus as our King. 

Resources:

Bibles or bible passages

Objects relating to bible passages labelled with verses

Throne pictures and stickers / colouring pencils etc to decorate

Crowns, one labelled with 'King Forever' and music

