Session 2

John 12:12-19

Who is Jesus? Jesus is the King who brings peace

All together time 

The upfront focus: Jesus is the King who brings peace

Activity

Use a large piece of paper (wallpaper or lining paper) that all the children can sit around. Write 'Peace' in the middle of the paper.  Ask the children what they think of when they hear the word 'peace'? Invite them to draw a picture or write down the words they think of when they hear the word 'peace'.

Listen

Talk to the children about how peace sometimes sounds like it's a bit boring. Their parents might say to them that they'd like peace and quiet, it might not sound like much fun! Explain that we're learning today that Jesus is the King who brings peace, but that really isn't boring at all! Think how great it would be if there wasn't any fighting in our families, at school, in the whole world! That would be amazing! And that's the sort of peace King Jesus came to bring. 

Sing:

Jesus is greater than the greatest hero.

Or learn together 'The greatest in the Kingdom are the servants' 

Activity

Act out together the story of Palm Sunday. Most of the children can pretend to be in the crowd, give them palm leaves made from green paper or card to wave. Choose one of the older ones to pretend to be Jesus riding on the donkey (use a hobby horse?). Read the story from the International Children's Bible or similar suitable translation. Encourage the children to join in waving their branches and saying 'Praise God'

Talk briefly about how Jesus the King rode into the city on a donkey – that was the sign that He was a peaceful King, not one who had come to fight. 

Leaders' NB

The truth of Jesus' Kingship is one we've covered a lot recently, but it bears repetition! To give it a slightly new angle, we're going to look a bit at the quotation John makes from Zechariah, which highlights what sort of King Jesus is, that He came to bring peace, not war. 

The quotation is in verse 9 and is from the Old Testament from two passages, the “Do not be afraid” section is from Isaiah 40:9 and then the rest from Zechariah 9:9. It's helpful to look back particularly at the Zechariah passage to get the full context of the quotation, going beyond verse 9 to verse 11.  There are three particular things to notice:

1. The coming of the gentle King is associated with the ending of war – Jesus came to bring peace, not war.

2. The gentle King comes to proclaim peace to the nations, bringing his reign to the ends of the earth.

3. The coming of the gentle King is associated with the blood of God's covenant that brings release for prisoners, reminding readers of the Passover and pointing towards the death of Jesus, that sets us free. 

Sparklers

Focus: John 12: 12-19 and Zechariah 9: 9-11

Big idea: Who is Jesus? Jesus is the King who brings peace

Read the story below which emphasises what sort of King Jesus is. Or read from a Children's Bible. Make sure if you're using a Children's Bible that the version you read reflects this emphasis which is so clear in John's gospel on Jesus being the King who brings peace.

There was a great big crowd of people in a city called Jerusalem.

Why were they there?

They were there to see the King

Along came the King

'Hooray for the King' shouted the people, and they waved branches around.

Was the King coming in a carriage? No!This King hadn't come to make himself look really big and important!

Was the King coming in a fast car? No! This King hadn't come to make himself rich!

Was the King coming on a great big fighting horse? No! This King hadn't come to fight! 

The King came on a donkey.

A young little donkey!

This King had come to make things good and peaceful.

To bring peace to all the earth.

And this King is Jesus!

Play

Play with different types of transport e.g. Cars / fire engines etc. Talk about how the transport someone uses can tell you something about them e.g. A fire fighter drives a fire engine. Talk about how Jesus used a donkey to ride into Jerusalem on. This showed that He was the King who was promised who would bring peace. 

Play

Play dressing up as Kings / Queens / Princes / Princesses. Talk about how there are all sorts of different Kings and Queens, some very good, some were bad, some started fights, some tried to stop them! Jesus is the best King ever, when he rode on a donkey He showed just what sort of King He is – one who came to bring peace, to make things good – hooray!

Play 

Play with toy King / Queen figures. Talk as above, about the different sorts of Kings and Queens that there are and how Jesus is the best King ever. 

Play

Play with toy animals / stuffed toys, sorting them into ones that are gentle (sheep / donkeys etc) and ones that aren't (lions / tigers etc!) Talk about how Jesus rode on a donkey to show that He is a peaceful gentle King. That's lovely!

Sing

Who's the King of the Jungle

Jesus is greater than the greatest hero

Make

Make anything donkey related! There's this one: http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mpaperdonkey.htm or this one (scroll down the page a bit to find the donkey!) http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/paperplate.html. Or this one http://www.branchesfellowship.org/wemade/kk/crafts08.pdf! Try not to make it too time consuming or complicated – the point of the activity is not to make a beautiful donkey but to help the children remember just what sort of King Jesus is. Talk about how Jesus is a humble gentle King who came to bring peace. He isn't selfish or a King who starts fights.  He loves people and wants what is best for them. That makes us want to say 'Hooray', just like the people in Jerusalem! Write or stick on the donkey a copy of verse 15, 'See your King coming, riding on a donkey'. 

Pray

Say thank you to God for how much He loves us.

Resources:

King and Queen dressing up

King and Queen toy figures

Transport toys

Toy animals

Card to make donkeys

Glue for donkeys

Anything else you might need for donkeys!

Scramblers

Focus: John 12: 12-19 and Zechariah 9: 9-11

Big idea: Who is Jesus? Jesus is the King who brings peace

Read

Read the story from a Children's Bible or use the Sparklers one from above. The point we are drawing out is the type of King that Jesus is – a peace loving King, so try to emphasise this in your telling. Make sure if you're using a Children's Bible that the version you read reflects this emphasis which is so clear in John's gospel.

Read

Read John 12:12-15 from the International Children's Bible.

Ask:

Where does this story happen? In Jerusalem, the capital city.

How do the people react to Jesus? They wave branches and welcome Him as their King.

What sort of animal does Jesus choose to ride on? Vs14 It says in the International Children's Bible a colt – a colt is just a young horse, it can also be translated young donkey and this is what it says in other translations.

What might this tell us about what sort of a King Jesus is? Talk with the children about how  Jesus could have ridden into Jerusalem on a large war horse – by choosing a donkey He is showing that He is a King coming in peace. 

Read

Read Zechariah 9:9 and 10 from the International Children's Bible

Explain that this was written a long time before Jesus came. It's all about a King who is going to come. Together write a list of the words that are used to describe the King:

He does what is right

He saves

He's gentle

He rides on a donkey

He will proclaim peace

He will rule the earth

Who do they think this King turns out to be? Jesus! Talk about how by choosing to ride on a donkey Jesus was showing that He was the King God promised who would bring peace.

Talk about how Jesus is King of the whole world. He has amazing power – (ask the children for examples) to create the world, to heal sickness, to walk on water. He could have gone to Jerusalem, overthrown the Romans and put himself in charge just by clicking his fingers. But instead he came humbly on a donkey, because he came to bring peace. 

So what?

Talk with the children about how we've learned that Jesus is a King of peace. That means that one day when He comes back He will get rid of fighting and war forever, and if we're His friends we'll be able to live in complete peace with Him forever. That's really something to look forward to!

Meanwhile, we should try to be like our King and be peaceful too. Fights often happen when we want our own way and we think we're more important than other people. Jesus IS heaps more important but He was humble and rode on a little donkey. We should be humble like Him too. 

Play an active game

Play a Simon Says type game where the children have to do the opposite of what you say e.g. If you say whisper they have to shout, if you say run they have to stand still. Talk about how Jesus is the most powerful person who ever lived, but He came to Jerusalem on a little donkey, the opposite of what we might expect. Talk about how He did that to show He's a King bringing peace.

Make

Make anything donkey related! There's this one: http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mpaperdonkey.htm or this one (scroll down the page a bit to find the donkey!) http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/paperplate.html. Or this one http://www.branchesfellowship.org/wemade/kk/crafts08.pdf! Try not to make it too time consuming or complicated – the point of the activity is not to make a beautiful donkey but to help the children remember just what sort of King Jesus is. Talk about how Jesus is a humble gentle King who came to bring peace. He isn't selfish or a King who starts fights.  He loves people and wants what is best for them. That makes us want to say 'Hooray', just like the people in Jerusalem! Write or stick on the donkey a copy of verse 15, 'See your King coming, riding on a donkey'. 

Play

Play 'mode of transport' Pictionary. Take it in turns for the children to be given a mode of transport that they have to draw for the rest of the group to guess (e.g. Fire engine, tank, boat etc). If you have enough children you could divide into teams. Talk about how the transport someone uses can tell you something about them e.g. A fire fighter drives a fire engine. Talk about how Jesus used a donkey to ride into Jerusalem on. This showed that He was the King who was promised who would bring peace. 

Pray

Ask God to help us be humble like our King and to look forward to the time when He will bring peace everywhere forever. 

Resources:

Donkey craft materials (card, glue etc depending on which craft you decide to do)

Pencils

Paper

Explorers

Focus: John 12: 12-19 and Zechariah 9: 9-11

Big idea: Who is Jesus? Jesus is the King who brings peace

Read

Read John 12:12-15 from the International Children's Bible.

Ask:

Where does this story happen? In Jerusalem, the capital city.

How do the people react to Jesus? They wave branches and welcome Him as their King.

What sort of animal does Jesus choose to ride on? Vs14 It says in the International Children's Bible a colt – a colt is just a young horse, it can also be translated young donkey and this is what it says in other translations.

What might this tell us about what sort of a King Jesus is? Talk with the children about how  Jesus could have ridden into Jerusalem on a large war horse – by choosing a donkey He is showing that He is a King coming in peace. 

Read

Read Zechariah 9:9 and 10

Explain that this was written a long time before Jesus came. It's all about a King who is going to come. Together write a list of the words that are used to describe the King:

He does what is right

He saves

He's gentle

He rides on a donkey

He will proclaim peace

He will rule the earth

Who do they think this King turns out to be? Jesus! Talk about how by choosing to ride on a donkey Jesus was showing that He was the King God promised who would bring peace.

Talk about how Jesus is King of the whole world. He has amazing power – (ask the children for examples) to create the world, to heal sickness, to walk on water. He could have gone to Jerusalem, overthrown the Romans and put himself in charge just by clicking his fingers. But instead he came humbly on a donkey, because he came to bring peace. 

So what?

Talk with the children about how we've learned that Jesus is a King of peace. That means that one day when He comes back He will get rid of fighting and war forever, and if we're His friends we'll be able to live in complete peace with Him forever. That's really something to look forward to!

Meanwhile, we should try to be like our King and be peaceful too. Fights often happen when we want our own way and we think we're more important than other people. Jesus IS heaps more important but He was humble and rode on a little donkey. We should be humble like Him too. 

Play an active game

Play a Simon Says type game where the children have to do the opposite of what you say e.g. If you say whisper they have to shout, if you say run they have to stand still. Talk about how Jesus is the most powerful person who ever lived, but He came to Jerusalem on a little donkey, the opposite of what we might expect. Talk about how He did that to show He's a King bringing peace.

Play a quieter game

Play a game where the rules are the other way round from normal e.g. Snakes and ladders but the loser is the person nearest 100 and the winner the person nearest to 1 by the end of the game (set a time limit on the game if it looks like it's taking too long.) Talk about how God's way is often the opposite of what we would expect. Jesus is the most powerful King ever, but He rode into the city on a donkey, not a war horse. Talk about how that's because God is amazing, He loves people and He wants what's best for us.

Play

Play 'mode of transport' Pictionary. Take it in turns for the children to be given a mode of transport that they have to draw for the rest of the group to guess (e.g. Fire engine, tank, boat etc). If you have enough children you could divide into teams. Talk about how the transport someone uses can tell you something about them e.g. A fire fighter drives a fire engine. Talk about how Jesus used a donkey to ride into Jerusalem on. This showed that He was the King who was promised who would bring peace. 

Make

Make anything donkey related! There's this one: http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mpaperdonkey.htm or this one (scroll down the page a bit to find the donkey!) http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/paperplate.html. Or this one http://www.branchesfellowship.org/wemade/kk/crafts08.pdf! Try not to make it too time consuming or complicated – the point of the activity is not to make a beautiful donkey but to help the children remember just what sort of King Jesus is. Talk about how Jesus is a humble gentle King who came to bring peace. He isn't selfish or a King who starts fights.  He loves people and wants what is best for them. That makes us want to say 'Hooray', just like the people in Jerusalem! Write or stick on the donkey a copy of verse 15, 'See your King coming, riding on a donkey'. 

Pray

Ask God to help us be humble like our King and to look forward to the time when He will bring peace everywhere forever.

Resources:

Pencils

Paper

Snakes and Ladders or similar

Donkey craft materials (card / pencils / glue etc depending on what type of  craft you decide to do)

