Session 1

John 12: 1-11

Who is Jesus? He's very special, we should be devoted to Him. 

All together time 

The upfront focus: Introduction to series on John, Who is Jesus?

Listen

Explain to the children that we're starting a new series, we'll be learning about Jesus by learning about stories from John's gospel. 

Ask the children if they know what gospel means? Explain that it means good news.

Make four pretend gospels, they just need to be books from scrap paper with a cover that says 'John's gospel', 'Mark's gospel' etc. Hold these up for the children to see along with a bible and explain that there were four books called gospels written, four books that are the good news about Jesus, and they are in our bibles now. We're going to be learning about who Jesus is by learning about stories from John's gospel that he wrote. 

Activity

Play a game identifying famous powerful people (The Queen, David Cameron, Superman etc.) Either show the children pictures of them or get them to pretend to be those people and everyone else has to guess who they are (if you're doing it this way you might still want to have the pictures to show after the guessing so there is something visual for the younger children.) 

Listen

Talk about how there are lots of people in the world who are special and powerful, but Jesus was more special and powerful than any of them. He's still alive today and He's worth being devoted to – that means making living for Jesus the most important thing in our lives. Explain that our story from John's good news, his gospel that he wrote, is all about a lady who showed devotion to Jesus, she showed that she thought Jesus was more special and important than anyone, ever!

Sing

Sing 'Jesus is the name we honour' (first verse and chorus). The children may already know lots of the words from singing it in Church, you might need to have a practice go and have the words written out on large paper. Encourage the younger ones who can't read yet to join in with clapping or 'la-ing'!

Listen

Explain a little bit about the song words, how they are all about how we show how special and important Jesus is. We'll be learning more about that in our groups...

Leaders' NB

The phrasing of verse 7 is a bit tricky to understand. It's not clear from the passage that Mary understood that Jesus was going to die although she may have done and there could have been an element of anticipating His death and burial (and the subsequent anointing of His body that would have been customary), and if it was intended that Mary save the perfume for Jesus' burial, why is she using it now? It seems most likely that what Jesus means is that the perfume was to be used for exactly the purpose Mary used it for, for honouring Him as opposed to for it being sold to help the poor. Her action is also, whether intentionally or not, a foreshadowing of Jesus' burial. If you get stuck with this talk to Robert or Chris! 

Take care if you are reading the story from a Children's Bible, there were most likely two incidents where Jesus' feet were anointed with perfume, one was this one from John's gospel, which describes Mary the sister of Lazarus doing it. Another is from Luke's gospel and was an unknown woman. The details and emphasis are different enough to suggest that they were two different incidents. 

For the younger ones you may need to clarify with them that it was a different Mary from Mary Jesus' mother. 

Sparklers

Focus: John 12: 1-11

Big idea: Jesus is very special

Read

Read the story from a children's bible (see notes above in Leader's NB) or use the version below.

Jesus went to a village called Bethany.

He was having his dinner there.

A lady called Mary got out some very very very expensive perfume.

What was she going to do with it?

Well she poured it all over Jesus' feet and then wiped his feet with her hair!

You could smell the perfume all over the house

Judas was cross

He said 'We should have sold the perfume to help poor people'

But Jesus said 'Mary was right, I won't always be here.'

It's right to show how special we think Jesus is.

Read it through again, encouraging the children to join in with actions if they'd like.

Talk 

Talk to the children about how we can show how special we think Jesus is. We can't pour perfume on Him because He's in heaven now. But we can make sure we talk about Him as if He is special. And we can make sure He's important in our lives, by coming to Church and living His way. 

Play

Play a game where you smell different things. You could do it blindfold or just smell and guess. Talk about different smells that are nice and nasty. The perfume smelled really nice, the nice smell helped to show how very very special Jesus is. 

Play

Play with different sorts of people toys. Talk about the people we know, and people who are very special to us. How do we show them they are special? Sometimes we give them presents, sometimes we give them hugs, sometimes we tell them etc. Talk about how Mary knew that Jesus is the most special person ever, she showed that by pouring the perfume on His feet. 

Sing

Any Sparkler's favourites!

Make

Make a cardboard perfume jar. Decorate with stickers or other pretty things. Talk as you make about how Jesus is very very very special. That's why it was right for Mary to pour perfume on his feet. For an extra special craft you could spray the jar with some perfume! You could write or stick on a bible verse, perhaps a paraphrase of John 12:3, “Mary poured the perfume on Jesus' feet.”

Pray

Ask God to help us remember that Jesus is very very very special. 

Resources:

Cardboard Perfume jar outlines

Things to decorate the jars with

Different smelly things!

Scramblers

Focus: John 12:1-11

Big idea: Jesus is very special, we should be devoted to Him

Read

Read the passage from the International Children's Bible or similar suitable translation. The study for this session is fairly straight forward, a number of the questions are simple comprehension, just to get the children engaged and make sure they understand what was going on. Try to spend time during the study and as you do the activities focussing on the point of the story, that the proper reaction to Jesus is one of complete devotion.  

What was happening at the beginning of the story? Vs1 and 2 Jesus was having dinner in a place called Bethany (not far from Jerusalem)

What did Mary do? Vs3 Mary poured expensive perfume on Jesus' feet

Who complained about this? Vs 4 Judas Iscariot

What reason did he give? Vs 5 He said the perfume should have been sold and the money given to the poor

What was his real reason? Vs 6 Judas wanted more money for the money bag, so he could steal more!

Who did Jesus say was right? Vs 7 Jesus said Mary was right – he told Judas to leave her alone.

What reason did he give? Vs8 Poor people will always be there but Jesus wasn't going to be.

What was going to happen to Jesus? He was going to die, rise again and return to heaven. 

Talk to the children about how Jesus wasn't saying we don't need to care about poor people. He was saying that Mary's reaction to Him was right at that particular time. 

If an everyday person claimed that it was right for really really expensive perfume to be poured on them, we'd think they were quite arrogant. Jesus could say this because He is very very very special, He's the Son of God, and the right reaction to Him is to show complete devotion. 

So what?

Can we give perfume to Jesus now? Well obviously not! Talk with the children about how we can't show devotion to Jesus by giving Him perfume but we can show devotion in other ways. We can make Him more important than anything else in our lives. Ask the children how they think they can do this?

Some things to talk about could be:

being committed to coming to Church, not letting other things get in the way.

being committed to loving other Christians, looking after our friends at Church.

making sure that we always use Jesus' name properly and not as a swear word.

Play

Play a game where you smell different things. You could do it blindfold or just smell and guess. Talk about different smells that are nice and nasty. The perfume smelled really nice, the nice smell helped to show how very very special Jesus is. 

Play

Play a game where the children have to either compete or work together things in order according to how much they cost. You could have car, diamond ring, house, football etc. and also have the bottle of perfume that Mary poured over Jesus. Either just have the words written out on cards or use pictures. The perfume was worth about a year's wages so these days would probably be worth more even than a car. Talk about how this shows just how incredibly special Jesus is, and how He is worth giving everything for. 

Make

Make a cardboard perfume jar. Decorate with stickers or other pretty things. Talk as you make about how Jesus is very very very special. That's why it was right for Mary to pour perfume on his feet. For an extra special craft you could spray the jar with some perfume! You could write or stick on a bible verse, perhaps a paraphrase of John 12:3, “Mary poured the perfume on Jesus' feet.”

Pray

Ask God to help us to be devoted to Jesus and to show in our lives that we know how very special He is.

Resources:

Cardboard Perfume jar outlines

Things to decorate the jars with

Different smelly things!

Blindfold

Cards for valuing things game

Explorers

Focus:  John 12: 1-11

Big idea: Jesus is very special, we should be devoted to Him and not let other things get in the way. 

Read

Read the passage from the International Children's Bible or similar suitable translation. The study for this session is fairly straight forward, a number of the questions are simple comprehension, just to get the children engaged and make sure they understand what was going on. Try to spend time during the study and as you do the activities focussing on the point of the story, that the proper reaction to Jesus is one of complete devotion.  

Ask:

What was happening at the beginning of the story? Vs1 and 2 Jesus was having dinner in a place called Bethany (not far from Jerusalem)

What did Mary do? Vs3 Mary poured expensive perfume on Jesus' feet

Who complained about this? Vs 4 Judas Iscariot

What reason did he give? Vs 5 He said the perfume should have been sold and the money given to the poor

What was his real reason? Vs 6 Judas wanted more money for the money bag, so he could steal more!

Who did Jesus say was right? Vs 7 Jesus said Mary was right – he told Judas to leave her alone.

What reason did he give? Vs8 Poor people will always be there but Jesus wasn't going to be.

What was going to happen to Jesus? He was going to die, rise again and return to heaven. 

Talk to the children about how Jesus wasn't saying we don't need to care about poor people. He was saying that Mary's reaction to Him was right at that particular time. 

If an everyday person claimed that it was right for really really expensive perfume to be poured on them, we'd think they were quite arrogant. Jesus could say this because He is very very very special, He's the Son of God, and the right reaction to Him is to show complete devotion. 

So what?

Can we give perfume to Jesus now? Well obviously not! Talk with the children about how we can't show devotion to Jesus by giving Him perfume but we can show devotion in other ways. We can make Him more important than anything else in our lives. Ask the children how they think they can do this?

Some things to talk about could be:

being committed to coming to Church, not letting other things get in the way.

being committed to loving other Christians, looking after our friends at Church.

making sure that we always use Jesus' name properly and not as a swear word.

Play

Play a game where you blindfold the children and they have to guess what different things are by smelling them. Remind them that the perfume Mary used smelled really nice and the smell spread over the whole house. It helped show how very special Jesus is.

Play a game

Play a game where the children have to either compete or work together things in order according to how much they cost. You could have car, diamond ring, house, football etc. and also have the bottle of perfume that Mary poured over Jesus. Either just have the words written out on cards or use pictures. The perfume was worth about a year's wages so these days would probably be worth more even than a car. Talk about how this shows just how incredibly special Jesus is, and how He is worth giving everything for. 

Make

Make a collage either individually or as a group with pictures cut from magazines of things that could distract us from being devoted to Jesus (computer games, sport, cars etc). As you make the collage talk about how often there's nothing wrong with these things but they can easily stop us from being devoted to Jesus e.g there's nothing wrong with playing football or watching it, but if we're devoted to Jesus we'll realise that he is more important that football. Put something in the middle of the collage as a reminder that if we're Christians we should be devoted to Jesus like Mary was – just a simple picture of a person or even of Mary pouring the perfume out. 

Pray

Ask God to help us to be devoted to Jesus and to show in our lives that we know how very special He is.

Resources:

Blindfold

Objects to smell

Cards with words or pictures to play valuing game

Glue

Paper or card

Pictures from magazines

