Session 3

John 12: 20-36 (focus on vs23 and 24)

Who is Jesus? The amazing King who died so we can live. 

All together time 

The upfront focus: John 12:23 – We see how amazing King Jesus is when He dies.

Activity

Play 'What's the time Mr Wolf?' The younger ones might not have played before, so go over the rules before you play!

Listen

Explain to the children that in the bit from the Bible that we're learning about today Jesus was talking to his friends about what time it was. But He didn't really mean that it was 1 o'clock, or 2 o'clock or bedtime!

Write out John 12: 23 on a circular piece of paper with numbers written on to look like a clock face. Depending on how much explaining you want to do about 'The Son of Man' title you could write the verse from the Children's International bible or just write on it Jesus said, ''It's time for the King to be glorified.' (see Leaders' NB below for notes on the Son of Man)

Explain that Jesus had been teaching people, making people His friends, doing amazing things for about 3 years and now He knew a special time had come. 

Show the children the clock face and invite one of the older ones to read the verse.

Sing:

For God so loved the world. For a bit of variety you could try singing it as a round!

Or for a new song you could teach them the Colin Buchanan song 'God our Father sent His Son to die for sinful men' (ask Chris for the words and tune!)

Listen

Read the verse from the clock face again. Explain that Jesus was saying a special time had come when people would see just how amazing He is, that's what glorified means. Explain that the special time Jesus was talking about was Him dying on the cross and rising again. When Jesus died he beat death and all the bad things of the world, and made it possible for us to be friends with God. He is now on His throne as King of everything. All those things show us what a truly amazing King Jesus is, that's what He meant about being glorified. 

Leaders' NB

It's encouraging for us to realise that the trigger for Jesus declaring that the time had come for Him to be glorified was the Greeks in verse 20 wanting to meet Him.  This reminds us that it was always God's plan that by Jesus' death and resurrection He would bring into His people Gentiles from all over the world, like us!

The Son of Man title was one that referred back to the Old Testament picture of a coming King. 

It seems that in verses 24 and 25 there are two linked ideas expressed in quick succession! When He is talking about the kernel of wheat that dies and produces many seeds Jesus is talking about His own death and the many seeds are the people who will live because of His death. Verse 25 then builds on this so that just as Jesus died to bring life, so His followers must die to themselves to gain the eternal life He was won for us. 

We're just going to concentrate on verse 24 this week, we reckon it's probably best for the children to grasp clearly one idea rather than rushing through two. However, if you think your group (maybe the Explorers?) needs more then feel free to tackle verse 25 with them too!

Sparklers

Focus: John 12:24

Big idea: King Jesus died so we can live

Read John 12:24: (simplified version below!)

Jesus said, A wheat seed stays a single seed unless it goes into the ground. If it goes in the ground and dies, up comes a wheat plant full of loads and loads and loads of seeds!

Have some seeds to look at (make sure the younger ones don't eat them!)

Explain to the children that Jesus was telling a story about seeds to help people understand about Him dying. You could have a pot of soil and plant a seed in it. Say that Jesus was like that one seed. Then produce a wheat plant with lots of seeds (probably a cardboard one you've drawn!) and stick this in the pot to make it look like the seed you planted has grown. We're like the lots of seeds on the plants. Because the seed went in the ground and died, lots more seeds are alive on the plant that has grown. Because Jesus died lots and lots and lots of people can be His friends and live with Him forever in heaven! We can be His friends and live with Him forever in heaven. That's amazing!

Play

Pretend to be little seeds that grow into plants. Invite the children to curl up in little balls and pretend they are under the soil. Then they stretch up and up and up and grow into a big plant with lots and lots and lots of seeds. They could wiggle their fingers around to be like the lots and lots of seeds. 

Sing

For God so loved the world

Sparklers favourites.

Eat!

Eat wheaty cereal if you fancy it! The only really palatable ones without milk we've found are those little Weetabix with bits of chocolate in but you might find even nicer ones!

Make

Plant cress seeds. Talk to the children about how just like the seeds dying in the ground for the plants to live Jesus died so we can live. We can live life how it is meant to be now and we can live forever with Him in heaven. Talk to the children about how as they watch their cress seeds grow and be alive it will remind them about the life that Jesus gives us. 

Pray

Say thank you to God for Jesus dying so we can live forever with Him. 

Resources:

Plant pots

Compost

Cress seeds

Big plant pot and seed for story

Wheat (real or cardboard) for story

Weetabix

Scramblers

Focus: John 12:24

Big idea: Jesus the King dies to get life for many

Read and ask:

Read John 12:24:

I tell you the truth, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. (NIV)

(You could read it from the International Children's Bible but the order of things is changed around a bit in their translation. It doesn't matter which version you use, you just might need to tweak the questions accordingly)

Explain that Jesus is using picture language to talk about what would happen when He died. 

What does Jesus say will happen if the grain of wheat doesn't fall to the ground and die? It will just stay as being a single seed – there will only be one grain.

What happens if the grain does die? There will be lots of seeds. 

Give the children a piece of paper divided in half. On one side get them to draw a picture of a single seed and a picture of Jesus. On the other half get them to draw lots of seeds and Jesus and lots of His followers. 

Ask them if they can work out what Jesus meant? Talk about their answers and if they haven't worked it out explain that Jesus was saying that by dying on the cross He was getting life for loads and loads of people, His followers. He is like the one seed, they are like the lots of seeds. If He hadn't died on the cross, that life wouldn't be available for all those people, just for Him. 

So what?

Talk with the children about how we should respond to Jesus dying for us. We can say a very big thank you. We can look forward to life in heaven which will be wonderful. We can tell other people the brilliant news that Jesus died to give us life. 

Make

Make paper people from by folding paper concertina style and drawing the outline of half a person on it. Cut round the half a person and pull out a whole string of people. Talk about how because Jesus lived a perfect life He could take the punishment we deserve when He died, so we can all be forgiven and live forever. Like the paper people started off as just one person, so one amazing person Jesus died so that there could be loads of people in heaven. Remind the children about the upfront time – Jesus' death shows us how amazing He really is. What a loving King, to die so we can live. 

Eat!

Eat wheaty cereal if you fancy it! The only really palatable ones without milk we've found are those little Weetabix with bits of chocolate in but you might find even nicer ones!

Make

Plant cress seeds. Talk to the children about how just like the seeds dying in the ground for the plants to live Jesus died so we can live. We can live life how it is meant to be now and we can live forever with Him in heaven. Talk to the children about how as they watch their cress seeds grow and be alive it will remind them about the life that Jesus gives us. 

Pray

Say thank you to God for Jesus dying so we can live forever with Him. Ask for God's help to look forward to heaven and to understand how amazing Jesus' death for us is. 

Resources:

Plant pots

Compost

Cress seeds

Paper

Pencils

Scissors

Weetabix

Explorers

Focus: John 12: 24-26

Big idea:  Jesus the King dies to get life for many!

Read and ask:

Read John 12:24:

I tell you the truth, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. (NIV)

(You could read it from the International Children's Bible but the order of things is changed around a bit in their translation. It doesn't matter which version you use, you just might need to tweak the questions accordingly)

Explain that Jesus is using picture language to talk about what would happen when He died. 

What does Jesus say will happen if the grain of wheat doesn't fall to the ground and die? It will just stay as being a single seed – there will only be one grain.

What happens if the grain does die? There will be lots of seeds. 

Give the children a piece of paper divided in half. On one side get them to draw a picture of a single seed and a picture of Jesus. On the other half get them to draw lots of seeds and Jesus and lots of His followers. 

Ask them if they can work out what Jesus meant? Talk about their answers and if they haven't worked it out explain that Jesus was saying that by dying on the cross He was getting life for loads and loads of people, His followers. He is like the one seed, they are like the lots of seeds. If He hadn't died on the cross, that life wouldn't be available for all those people, just for Him. 

So what?

Talk with the children about how we should respond to Jesus dying for us. We can say a very big thank you. We can look forward to life in heaven which will be wonderful. We can tell other people the brilliant news that Jesus died to give us life. Ask the children for their own ideas about how we should respond to Jesus' death.

Play an active game

Play a game where you call out an instruction and the children have to do the opposite of what you've said e.g you say 'Stand up', they have to sit down. Talk about how we might have expected the King to be glorified by having a wonderful palace, loads of courtiers, winning lots of wars etc etc. But Jesus was glorified by dying, it's the opposite of what we might expect but really good news for us! It shows us too just how much God loves us. 

Play a game

Play Happy families. (Make the point you have to start with one (member of the family) and from there your number grows.

Eat!

Eat wheaty cereal if you fancy it! The only really palatable ones without milk we've found are those little Weetabix with bits of chocolate in but you might find even nicer ones!

Make

Plant cress seeds. Talk to the children about how just like the seeds dying in the ground for the plants to live Jesus died so we can live. We can live life how it is meant to be now and we can live forever with Him in heaven. Talk to the children about how as they watch their cress seeds grow and be alive it will remind them about the life that Jesus gives us. 

Pray

Say thank you to God for Jesus dying so we can live forever with Him. Ask for God's help to look forward to heaven and to understand how amazing Jesus' death for us is. 

Resources:

Plant pots

Compost

Cress seeds

Paper 

Pencils

Weetabix!

Happy Families

