Session 4

John 12:37-50

Who is Jesus? He's the light who shows us what God is like

All together time 

The upfront focus: John 12:46

Jesus is a light who shows us what God is like. 

Activity

Invite one of the children to come up and be blindfolded. Give them an object and ask them to try to guess what it is. Everyone else can see what it is but they will probably be a bit stuck!

Listen

Explain that Jesus said he came to show us what God is like. It says in the Bible that we can't know by ourselves, it's like we're blindfolded or in the dark. Ask all the children to close their eyes and talk about how it's hard to see things when it's dark! It's hard to find out exactly what things are like when it's dark. And it's like that with God, we can't know exactly what He's like because it's like we're in the dark. But God sent Jesus.

Sing:

Jesus is greater than the greatest hero

Play

Play a matching game with pictures of famous people / characters on cards who are fathers and sons e.g. Prince Charles and Prince William, Daddy Pig and George Pig (from Peppa Pig), Postman Pat and his son! The children need to match up the picture of the father and the son. Explain that sons are often like their fathers. Jesus said that He shows us exactly what God His Father is like. 

Resources

Blindfold

Objects

Cards with pictures of sons / fathers on

Leaders' NB

The younger children are the more literal they can tend to be so Sparklers' leaders might have to work quite hard to help the little ones understand what Jesus is talking about. It's probably helpful to say quite frequently that Jesus is like a light – just like lights help us see, Jesus shows us what God is like. 

Sparklers

Focus: John 12:46

Big idea: Jesus is like light who shows us what God is like.

Read (the story may not be in any toddler aged Bibles, but you could use a generic picture from one of Jesus talking to people to be a visual aid!)

Jesus was talking to people.

He said 'I'm like a light, no-one who believes in me will stay in the dark.'

Read it through again!

Talk 

Talk with the children about how Jesus didn't mean He's actually a light like the ones in our houses or a torch. He meant that He's like a light because He helps us to see what God is like. When we learn about Jesus, we're learning all about what God is like. We know that Jesus is kind and loving and powerful, so we know that that's what God is like.

Play

Play 'Pin the tail on the donkey' or any other game that involves being blindfolded. Talk with the children about how things are hard when it's dark and we can't see. When there's a light we can see!  Jesus came to be like light for us – He helps us to see. He wasn't talking about seeing like all the things we can see with our eyes. He helps us to see what God is like. 

Play

Play hiding under blankets and making things dark. Use torches to make it light or take the blankets off! Talk about how great it is when we've been in the dark and then we can see. It's like that with Jesus, because of Jesus we're not in the dark, we can know all about God. 

Sing

Sparklers favourites!

Make

Make a light picture. Use black card and cut out different shaped holes or even a candle or lantern shape in different sections. The children can glue on pieces of tissue paper to the back and then stick it on a window to see the light shining through the tissue paper. Glue on a piece of paper that says, Jesus said 'I have come as light into the world' John 12:46

Pray

Resources:

Black card

Glue

Tissue paper

Blankets

Torches

Pin the tail on the donkey game equipment!

Scramblers

Focus: John 12: 44-46

Big idea: Jesus is like a light – He shows us what God is like

Read

Read John 12:44-46 from the International Children's Bible. Perhaps use another Children's Bible with pictures in it alongside this to make it more visual. 

Ask:

Look at verse 44. Who do you think Jesus is talking about when he says 'the One who sent me'? God the Father

When people look at Jesus, who do they see? Verse 45 God the Father

What do you think this means? Talk about how Jesus wasn't talking about what He really looked like, His hair or how tall He is. Jesus was talking about how when people saw Him they could see what God's character is like – how He's kind, loving, powerful etc. 

Can we see Jesus now? No! But we can still know about God because we can read the Bible and find out all about Jesus, and se find out about what God is like.

What does Jesus say He is like? Verse 46 Jesus came to be like a light. Anyone who believes in Jesus isn't in the dark anymore

Does Jesus mean actually being in the dark and that He's actually a lamp or lightbulb?! No! He means that He helps us see what God is like, just like light helps us see. Without Jesus we wouldn't know what God is like. It would be like being in the dark.

So what?

Talk with the children about how brilliant it is that Jesus came to show us what God is like. We can really know about God! Some people say we don't know what God is like, or we can't be sure, or even that there isn't a God at all. But Jesus came so we can know all about Him. That's brilliant!

Although we can't meet Jesus face to face at the moment, we can learn all about Him by reading the Bible, coming to Sunday Club and Church. It's amazing that we can know God we don't have to be in the dark, wondering what He's like and wondering if He cares about us. 

Play an active game – maybe team up with the Explorers to do this?

Do a blindfold obstacle course, with the children helping those who are blindfolded to complete the course by giving instructions. Talk about how much better it is when we have light, when we can see! Jesus came to be light for us- so we can see. He wasn't talking this time about seeing with our eyes, but the sort of seeing when we know something. Because of Jesus we can see what God is like, we can know what God is like. 

Play

Play 'Pin the tail on the donkey'.

Play

Play a game where you describe a simple object and the children have to draw it. If the object is a house you might say 'draw a square, draw a triangle on top, draw squares inside the square. Ask the children if they can guess from their drawing what the object is supposed to be!  Talk about how we sometimes need things revealing to us, like in this game you need the object to be revealed to you. We all needed Jesus to come to reveal to us what God is like.  Jesus said He is like a light, He shows us what God is like. 

Make

Make a light picture. Use black card and cut out different shaped holes or even a candle or lantern shape in different sections. You could either pre cut it or get the children to do the cutting. The children can glue on pieces of tissue paper to the back and then stick it on a window to see the light shining through the tissue paper. Glue on a piece of paper that says, Jesus said 'I have come as light into the world' John 12:46

Pray

Thank God for sending Jesus to be like a light, so we can know what He is like. 

Resources:

Blindfold

Obstacle course things

Black card

Glue

Tissue paper

Paper

Pencils

Explorers

Focus: John 12: 44-46

Big idea: Jesus is like a light – He shows us what God is like

Read

Read John 12:44-46 from the International Children's Bible or other suitable translation. 

Ask:

Look at verse 44. Who do you think Jesus is talking about when he says 'the One who sent me'? God the Father

When people look at Jesus, who do they see? Verse 45 God the Father

What do you think this means? Talk about how Jesus wasn't talking about what He really looked like, His hair or how tall He is. Jesus was talking about how when people saw Him they could see what God's character is like – how He's kind, loving, powerful etc. 

Can we see Jesus now? No! But we can still know about God because we can read the Bible and find out all about Jesus, and se find out about what God is like.

What does Jesus say He is like? Verse 46 Jesus came to be like a light. Anyone who believes in Jesus isn't in the dark anymore

Does Jesus mean actually being in the dark and that He's actually a lamp or lightbulb?! No! He means that He helps us see what God is like, just like light helps us see. Without Jesus we wouldn't know what God is like. It would be like being in the dark.

So what?

Talk with the children about how brilliant it is that Jesus came to show us what God is like. We can really know about God! Some people say we don't know what God is like, or we can't be sure, or even that there isn't a God at all. But Jesus came so we can know all about Him. That's brilliant!

Although we can't meet Jesus face to face at the moment, we can learn all about Him by reading the Bible, coming to Sunday Club and Church. It's amazing that we can know God, we don't have to be in the dark, wondering what He's like and wondering if He cares about us. 

It also means that when people ignore Jesus, they can't know what God is like. It's like they're still in the dark. Jesus is the way that God has shown us what he's like. Other religions that give different descriptions of God can't be right. They're only guessing, like they're blindfolded. Who would you trust more? Someone in the dark or someone who can see?

Play an active game – maybe team up with Scramblers to do this?

Do a blindfold obstacle course, with the children helping those who are blindfolded to complete the course by giving instructions. Talk about how much better it is when we have light! Jesus came to be light for us- so we can know what God is like. 

Play a quieter game

Play a game where you describe a simple object and the children have to draw it. If the object is a house you might say 'draw a square, draw a triangle on top, draw squares inside the square. Ask the children if they can guess from their drawing what the object is supposed to be! After you've done a few they could think of their own ideas for the other children in the group to have a go at. Talk about how we sometimes need things revealing to us, like in this game you need the object to be revealed to you. We all needed Jesus to come to reveal to us what God is like.  

Play a game

Play a guessing game, give a child a card with the name of a famous person or character on. The other children have to ask questions to find out the identity of the person on the card. If you want to make it harder, they can only ask questions that can be answered with a yes or no. Talk about how Jesus told us about His identity, how He's the One who shows us what God is like. 

Pray

Thank God for sending Jesus to be like a light so we can know what He is like. 

Resources:

Obstacle course objects

Blindfold 

Paper

Pencils

Ideas of things to try to draw

Cards with names of famous people / characters on

