Session 1

Acts 5:12-24

Jesus is King: He's in charge of good times and bad times.

All together time 

The upfront focus:

Acts 5:42

(NB: This verse isn't from this week's passage! But it is the key verse for the whole unit and the memory verse and will be helpful for putting into context what the children will be learning about in their groups). 

Jesus is the King, He's in charge of good times and bad times

Activity

To get the right context for this unit of teaching start by a quick re-cap of Jesus' life. You could remind the children about how we we've learnt all about Christmas, about when Jesus was born. We're going forward in time now! Use a long piece of string and pictures of key events in Jesus' life, ask children to come up and peg them on the string in chronological order – probably have Jesus' birth, ministry, death, resurrection, ascension and then his followers spreading the message. The older ones could work out where to put them, the younger ones can peg with an adult showing them where they go. 

  Explain to the children that Jesus went back to heaven and He is still there now, on the throne. He's the King of everywhere and everything and we'll be learning more about what that means over the next few weeks.

Sing

Who's the King of the Jungle?

Memory Verse

To introduce the memory verse you could have it written on a large piece of paper with each word covered up with a small piece of paper with a number on it. Give the children another piece of paper each with one number on and when it gets to their number they can come up and take off the corresponding piece of paper. Alternatively play a hangman type game, perhaps with some words filled in already. 

The wording of the verse we suggest using is:

“Every day, in every place Jesus' friends never stopped telling people the good news that Jesus is the King” Acts 5:42

Explain to the children that there will be prizes for learning and remembering the memory verse and they will be given copies to take home to practise. Explain that this is the good news we'll be learning about over the next few weeks, that Jesus is the King, and that's what they are going to be finding out about in their groups. 

Resources

String / washing line

Pegs

Memory verse on large paper

Numbered papers to correspond to memory verse words

Leaders' NB

Regulars at Sunday Club will have heard the message that Jesus is the King a number of times. It's a message that bears repetition but we do need to find fresh ways of communicating it to the children so they don't switch off. We also need to try to get across the sheer miraculous wonder of people being healed and angels opening prison doors, it's easy for the amazement of this to get lost as we all become more familiar with God's miraculous power. We only have a certain number of ideas ourselves so if you have any fresh inspiration them please do let us know! 

The memory verse introduced this week, although from next week's passage, is a key verse for this whole section of Acts. Do bear it in mind as you plan and teach, it helps with understanding what it is all about!

For this first passage of the series, the point does seem to be that Jesus is the King still, that His ascension into heaven doesn't mean that He is no longer in control or that His people have been abandoned. Some of this is obvious from the passage, some of it takes a little bit of thought e.g. The fact that the apostles were performing miracles shows us Jesus is King, He was the one who gave them power and authority to do this. In limited time we won't be able to look at earlier verses from Acts that show this to be the case so for some of the discussion about Jesus being King, the children will have to take our word for it! If they do have questions though, be sure to offer the opportunity to discuss it later!

Sparklers

Focus: Acts 5: 12-20

Big idea: Jesus is the King, He's in charge of good times and bad times

Read the story from a Children's bible or use the version below:

Jesus friends did lots of amazing things

More people became friends with Jesus

Poorly people got better

Those were good times, Jesus is King of good times. 

Important people were jealous of Jesus' friends

“Put Jesus' friends in prison” they said

Oh no! Jesus' friends were in prison

That was a bad time, but Jesus is King of bad times too.

An angel came to open the prison door

The angel brought Jesus' friends out of prison. Wow! That's amazing!

Jesus' friends were out of prison.

That was a good time, Jesus is King of good times.

'Go to the special building and tell people the message' said the angel

So Jesus' friends did just that.

They went to the special building and told people the message

They told them that Jesus is the King, He's in charge.

And Jesus is still the King, King of good times and of bad times!

Read the story again either straightaway or later in the session if the children seem keen!

Play

Play a game where the children pretend to do different things from different times of their day. You could bring different objects relating to different times e.g. Breakfast bowl, cereal and spoon, pyjamas, pillow and teddy bear, welly boot (for when you go out to play), nursery uniform etc. The children could use them to pretend that it is different times of day.

Talk

Talk about how sometimes good things happen and talk about what they might be. Ask the children for their ideas and if they get stuck suggest examples of good things that are meaningful to the children at this age e.g. Visits from relatives / snack / birthdays. Talk about how sometimes bad things happen e.g they fall over, have an argument with their brother or sister or friend, their balloon pops! Talk about how whatever time of day it is, and whatever sort of day you are having Jesus is King, He is King of good times and bad times.

Sing

Jesus is the Boss 

Who's the King of the Jungle

Make

Give the children a piece of paper divided into three or four. Encourage them to draw and colour pictures, or for the younger ones - leaders draw pictures, to show different times of their day or week to e.g. Breakfast time, bed time, poorly times, well times, happy times, sad times, when they are at nursery, playgroup,visiting Grandma and Grandad's, going to the playground, shops etc.  At the top of the paper write or have printed 'Jesus is the King of good times and bad times.' As they are drawing talk about how in our story we heard that Jesus was King – there were good times when more people became His friends and people were made better, there were bad times when his friends were in prison even though they hadn't done anything wrong. But all through those times Jesus was King. And nothing has changed, He is still the King now. So when we have good times and when we have bad times we can always remember that Jesus is the King. 

Memory verse

Give the children a copy of the memory verse to take home. Explain that it is part of the bible for them to try to remember! Remind them that there will be a prize if they can remember it next week. (Obviously the very little ones won't be able to learn it but still give them a copy if they want to be like everyone else!)

Pray

Thank God that in good times and bad times Jesus is the King. 

Resources:

Objects relating to different times of day / year

Paper

Pencils / crayons

Copies of memory verse

Scramblers

Focus: Acts 5:12-24

Big idea: Jesus is King: He's in charge of good times and bad times

Read

Read the passage from the International Children's Bible or similar or use the Sparkler's adaptation (see above) if that seems more appropriate. 

Talk 

Explain to the children that you are going to talk about the passage and find all the different things that happened that show us that Jesus is King, in good times and bad times. 

Give the children a piece of paper with “Jesus is King of good times and bad times” written on then top and then the rest of the paper split down the middle with 'good times' written on one side and 'bad times' on the other. 

Go through the passage finding examples of Jesus being King in good times and bad times. The children can write down or draw pictures of the different events on the appropriate part of their paper. Talk as you go about how these events help us see that Jesus is the King. You might want to focus on:

Good time:vs14 “more and more believed...and were added” More people were becoming Christians, that was a very good time! 

Good time: vs16 Sick people and those bothered by evil spirits are healed. They are healed by Jesus' friends because Jesus gave them power to do this, He is King and can make people better. 

Bad time: vs17 The Sadducees, that is the Jewish people who were in charge, were jealous of Jesus' friends. The jealousy made them want to stop Jesus' friends from telling people the good news – that was a bad time! But trying to stop the disciples didn't stop Jesus from being King.

Bad time: vs18 The apostles are arrested and put in jail. Ask the children why they have been arrested?  Not because they've done anything wrong but because of the jealousy of the Sadducees. Talk about what it must have been like to be put in jail like that – scary / cold / frightening / lonely / dark. That was a bad time. But Jesus was still King, as he shows next....

Good time: vs19 The angel let them out! The situation is under God's control, even though Jesus has gone back to heaven His friends aren't left to cope on their own. They get let out by the angel – amazing!

Good time: vs21 Jesus' friends carried on telling others the good news. Because the angel had set them free they were able to keep doing what God wanted them to. Jesus the King makes sure the good news keeps spreading.

So what?

Talk about what Jesus' friends did after they were let out of jail. They obeyed God and went right back to the temple to keep on telling people the good news. Talk about how there will be good times in our lives and bad times, sometimes things will be easy, sometimes they will be hard. But we can remember that Jesus is STILL the King. So we should keep on obeying God, in the good times and the bad times. 

You could ask the children if they can think of any times that have been hard for them or that could be hard for them? How can they keep obeying God in those situations? Maybe give some examples if they can't think of any e.g. When their friends make fun of them for being a Christian, or when they have to not do something they would like to do so that they can come to Church. Also talk about how when things are good we need to remember that Jesus is the King.

If there is time, on the back of their paper they could write or draw some good times / bad times of their own when they need to remember that Jesus is King and keep obeying Him (see also Make below)

Make

Use a circle of card and divide it into different sections to be like a clock showing different times of day. The children can draw pictures of themselves at different times of day. Talk about what are good times of day and bad times of day for them! Talk about how Jesus is always King, even when things seem to be going badly for us.

Play a game

Play a game involving objects relating to different times of day or year e.g cereal bowl and spoon, toothbrush, school uniform, pyjamas and teddy bear or sun hat / wooly hat,warm gloves, scarf, sunglasses, bucket and spade. Play a game where the children have to race to collect and dress up in winter / summer clothes or just bring you something relating to morning time / night time. Talk about how at all different times of day / year / our lives, Jesus is the King. 

Play an active game

Play a game to help the children think about the different events in today's passage. We want them to realise that when things go well for Jesus' friends, Jesus is King but when things go badly for them, Jesus is STILL the King.

Invite the children to mime or act out different events from the passage and the others have to guess e.g:

sick people were healed

lots more people became friends with Jesus

Jesus' friends were put in prison

An angel let Jesus' friends out of prison

Give as many clues to support the guessing as seem necessary! As each event is guessed talk about how Jesus is King in that situation. Sick people were healed because Jesus is King over sickness, so He gave His friends power to do that, people became friends with Jesus when they realised he is King, even though Jesus' friends were put in prison they didn't stop telling people the good news, they went right back to the temple courts, because Jesus is the King. And Jesus' friends couldn't be kept in prison, the angel let them out.

Memory verse

Give the children a copy of the memory verse to take home. Explain that it is part of the bible for them to try to remember! Remind them that there will be a prize if they can remember it next week.

Pray

Ask God to help us remember that Jesus is King all the time. Ask God to help us to obey Him. 

Resources:

Paper with 'Good times' and 'Bad times' written on

Pencils / colouring things

Circles of card

Objects relating to different times of day / year

Slips of paper with events from the bible story written on

Memory verses for the children to take home

Explorers

Focus: Bible verses

Big idea: Jesus is King: He's in charge of good times and bad times

Read

Read Acts 5:12-24. Use the International Children's Bible or a version from another Children's Bible.

Explain to the children that you are going to talk about the passage and find all the different things that happened that show us that Jesus is King, in good times and bad times. 

Give the children a piece of paper with “Jesus is King of good times and bad times” written on then top and then the rest of the paper split down the middle with 'good times' written on one side and 'bad times' on the other. 

Go through the passage finding examples of Jesus being King in good times and bad times. The children can write down or draw pictures of the different events on the appropriate part of their paper. Talk as you go about how these events help us see that Jesus is the King. You might want to focus on:

Good time: vs12
“the apostles did signs and miracles” The signs and miracles are there to prove the good news Jesus is King, and He is the one who has given authority and power to His friends to do them. 

Good time: vs14 “more and more believed...and were added” More people were becoming Christians, that was a very good time! You could point out to the children the significance of the men and women being 'added' – Jesus is King and makes sure that more people become His followers, it is Jesus who adds people! 

Good time: vs16 Sick people and those bothered by evil spirits are healed. They are healed by Jesus' friends because Jesus gave them power and authority to do this. He delegates His power over sickness and evil.

Bad time: vs17 The Sadducees, that is the Jewish people who were in charge, were jealous of Jesus' friends. The jealousy made them want to stop Jesus' friends from telling people the good news – that was a bad time! But trying to stop the disciples didn't stop Jesus from being King. 

Bad time: vs18 The apostles are arrested and put in jail. Ask the children why they have been arrested?  Not because they've done anything wrong but because of the jealousy of the Sadducees. Talk about what it must have been like to be put in jail like that – scary / cold / frightening / lonely / dark. That was a bad time. But Jesus was still King, as he shows next..... 

Good time: vs19 The angel let them out! The situation is under God's control, even though Jesus has gone back to heaven His friends aren't left to cope on their own. They get let out by the angel – amazing!

Good time: vs21 Jesus' friends carried on telling others the good news. Because the angel had set them free they were able to keep doing what God wanted them to. Jesus the King makes sure the good news keeps spreading.

Ask

What shows that it wasn't just a lucky escape for Jesus' friends? Vs23 The jail was still locked.

What does this bit of the Bible show us about what life will be like for Jesus' friends? Talk about in this story and lots of the parts of the bible we learn that life isn't always easy for Jesus' friends, if we are friends with Jesus, we can expect to have a hard time sometimes. 

So what?

Talk about what Jesus' friends did after they were let out of jail. They obeyed God and went right back to the temple to keep on telling people the good news. Talk about how there will be good times in our lives and bad times, sometimes things will be easy, sometimes they will be hard. But we can remember that Jesus is STILL the King. So we should keep on obeying God, in the good times and the bad times. 

You could ask the children if they can think of any times that have been hard for them or that could be hard for them? How can they keep obeying God in those situations? Maybe give some examples if they can't think of any e.g. When their friends make fun of them for being a Christian, or when they have to not do something they would like to do so that they can come to Church. Also talk about how when things are good we need to remember that Jesus is the King.

If there is time on the back of their paper they could write or draw some good times / bad times of their own when they need to remember that Jesus is King and keep obeying Him. (See also Make below)

Make

Use a circle of card and divide it into different sections to be like a clock showing different times of day. The children can draw pictures of themselves at different times of day. Talk about what are good times of day and bad times of day for them! Talk about how Jesus is always King, even when things seem to be going badly for us.

Play a game

Play a game involving objects relating to different times of day or year e.g cereal bowl and spoon, toothbrush, school uniform, pyjamas and teddy bear or sun hat / wooly hat,warm gloves, scarf, sunglasses, bucket and spade. Play a game where the children have to race to collect and dress up in winter / summer clothes or just bring you something relating to morning time / night time. Talk about how at all different times of day / year / our lives, Jesus is the King. 

Play an active game

Play a game to help the children think about the different events in today's passage. We want them to realise that when things go well for Jesus' friends, Jesus is King but when things go badly for them, Jesus is STILL the King.

Invite the children to mime or act out different events from the passage and the others have to guess e.g:

sick people were healed

lots more people became friends with Jesus

Jesus' friends were put in prison

An angel let Jesus' friends out of prison

Give as many clues to support the guessing as seem necessary! As each event is guessed talk about how Jesus is King in that situation. Sick people were healed because Jesus is King over sickness, so He gave His friends power to do that, people became friends with Jesus when they realised he is King,even though Jesus' friends were put in prison they didn't stop telling people the good news, they went right back to the temple courts, because Jesus is the King. And Jesus' friends couldn't be kept in prison, the angel let them out.

Memory verse

Give the children a copy of the memory verse to take home. Explain that it is part of the bible for them to try to remember! Remind them that there will be a prize if they can remember it next week.

Pray

Ask God to help us remember that Jesus is King all the time. Ask God to help us to obey Him. 

Resources:

Paper with 'Good times' and 'Bad times' written on

Pencils / colouring things

Circles of card

Objects relating to different times of day / year

Slips of paper with events from the bible story written on

Memory verses for the children to take home

