Session 3

Acts 6:1-7

Jesus is King: We need to pass on the good news

All together time 

The upfront focus: We need to pass on the good news

Acts 6:2

Memory Verse / Re-cap

Ask the children what we've been learning about?! Remind them if they're struggling that we're learning about how after Jesus had gone back to heaven his friends were given the job of passing on the good news that Jesus is the King. That's what the memory verse is about. Invite children to say the memory verse and award prizes as appropriate (if a lot want to do it, suggest that they say it to their relevant group leader sitting with them). 

“Every day, in every place Jesus' friends never stopped telling people the good news that Jesus is the King” Acts 5:42

Activity

Play a game that introduces the theme of the passage, that the good news must be passed on. Organise the children into two or three teams and have two sets of objects at the end of the room (either on the floor or in boxes or suitable containers). Make a leader the leader for each team. Try to have enough objects so that each child in a team will be able to collect one. The children take it in turns to run and collect an object and bring it back to their team leader, and sit down with it. Have food related objects such as plate, bowl, spoon, (avoid knives and forks in case they fall over while running!) packets of food etc and objects relating to news, perhaps a newspaper or letter. The winning team is the one that collects all the objects and is sitting down quietly with them first! 

Listen

Explain to the children that when people first started being friends with Jesus they looked after each other. In our story today there are some elderly ladies who needed people to give them food. But Jesus' friends had another very important job to do too. They had to tell people the good news. The good news had to be passed on, just like their team passed on the newspaper to the leader!

Sing:

Remind the children that the good news is all about how Jesus is the King. Sing 'Who's the King of the Jungle.'

Leaders' NB

We don't want to give the children the impression this morning that looking after widows isn't important or that Jesus doesn't want us to care for each other. The point of the passage is that it is essential that the Church is organised in such a way as to ensure that the good news continues to spread because if we don't spread the good news, people can't be saved and go to heaven. The apostles didn't say to stop feeding the widows, just that they needed to get on with the job of telling others about Jesus. It's all about making sure that those whose particular job or gift it is to spread the good news are as free as possible to do so without distraction! If all the Church does is look after each other, no one will get to hear the good news about Jesus. That wouldn't be good!

Also we don't want to give the impression that it is only some Christians who need to help spread the good news. This is obvious as we read on in Acts and Stephen who is chosen to help with the food distribution ends up telling the Sanhedrin all about Jesus. It's just that it makes sense to give people in Churches particular jobs at particular times.

Sparklers

Focus: Acts 6:1-7

Big idea: We need to pass on the good news

Read

Read the story from a children's bible or use the version below:

Some of Jesus' friends were old ladies.

They needed to be looked after.

They needed to be given food.

It wasn't working well, some old ladies got more food than others!

It needed sorting out!

The old ladies needed looking after

But who could do the job?

Jesus' special friends said “Uh oh! The old ladies need looking after but we need to keep  passing on the good news, telling people the good news about Jesus”

Hmmmmm! What could they do?

“How about we choose some people who's special job it will be to give the old ladies their food?” said the special friends.

“Brilliant” said all Jesus' friends!

And they choose 7 people to do the job.

The old ladies got their food

And the good news was still passed on.

People still got to hear the good news and more and more people became friends with Jesus.

Phew!

Talk 

Talk about all the different sorts of things we do with our time. We play, we look at books, we eat, we get dressed, go to nursery, clean our teeth, go to the shops etc etc etc! If you like you could have different objects relating to different things we do in a bag and invite the children to choose one. Talk about how sometimes it feels like we're really busy! It's hard to work out what the most important thing to do is! Jesus' friends were busy too, and they needed to remember that it was really important for them to pass on the good news.

It doesn't mean we don't do all our other busy things like cleaning our teeth or playing! It means that we remember how important it is for us and the grown ups we know who are friends with Jesus to pass on the good news.

Play

Pass the parcel wrapped in newspaper! Talk about how Jesus' special friends had a very important job to do, passing on the good news. 

Sing

Who's the King of the jungle

Be bold, be strong

Sparklers' favourites!

Eat / Make

Using plastic knives spread some cheese spread (or even chocolate!) onto a piece of bread. Talk about how it spreads around like we want the good news to spread! 

Pray

Ask God to help us tell other people about Jesus.

Resources:

CD and CD player

Parcel for pass the parcel

Bread

Spreads

Plastic knives

Paper plates

Scramblers

Focus: Acts 6:1-7

Big idea: We need to pass on the good news

Read

Read the story from a children's bible or if appropriate use the Sparklers simplified version above.

The story has a clear problem, solution and result! If you like you could use a piece of paper with 'problem' 'solution' and 'result' written on, the children could draw a quick sketch of each of these things as you ask the questions.

Ask:

What was the problem? (vs1)

Some of Jesus' friends had an argument, some widows weren't getting their fair share of food.

Who are the special people mentioned in verse 2?

The 12 apostles – they were people who had been with Jesus when he was alive and specially given the job of passing on the good news.

What did they need to keep doing? (vs2)

They needed to keep passing on the good news

What could have happened if they had concentrated on sorting out the food?

The good news might not have been passed on.

What do you think could stop Jesus' friends (Christians) today from passing on the good news? Talk about the children's answers!

What was the solution? Vs3

Choosing some people whose particular job it was to share out the food

What was the result? Vs7

The good news (the word of God) kept spreading! More people became friends with Jesus.

What can you do to spread the good news?

Talk about the children's answers.

Take a look at the Explorer's bible study if you think you will need extra questions....

Play an active game

Play any sort of relay race game. If you don't have enough for two teams repeat the game from the All together time but just with whoever you have, challenging them to see how quickly they can collect the objects. Time them then get them to do it again and see if they can beat their personal best! Talk about how Jesus' friends had to make sure the good news was passed on. We need to do the same.

Play a game

Play Pass the Parcel, in each layer of the parcel put a word from the memory verse or from an appropriate verse from today's passage. Have a small prize in the final layer. When you've got all the words arrange them in the right order and read the memory verse. Talk about how it was so important for Jesus' friends to pass on the good news, like they've passed the parcel round. Ask the children what they think about why it was so important?

Eat / Make

Using plastic knives spread some cheese spread (or even chocolate!) onto a piece of bread. Talk about how it spreads around like we want the good news to spread! 

Pray

Ask God to help us to tell other people the good news about Jesus. 

Resources:

Bibles

Paper and pencils

Objects for relay

CD and CD player

Parcel for pass the parcel

Bread

Spreads

Plastic knives

Paper plates

Explorers

Focus: Acts 6:1-7

Big idea: We need to pass on the good news and not be distracted

Read

Read the story from the International Children's Bible or similar suitable version. 

The story has a clear problem, solution and result! If you like you could use a piece of paper with 'problem' 'solution' and 'result' written on, the children could draw a quick sketch of each of these things as you ask the questions.

Ask:

What was the problem? (vs1)

Some of Jesus' friends had an argument, some widows weren't getting their fair share of food.

Who are the special people mentioned in verse 2?

The 12 apostles – they were people who had been with Jesus when he was alive and specially given the job of passing on the good news.

What did they need to keep doing? (vs2)

They needed to keep passing on the good news

What could have happened if they had concentrated on sorting out the food?

The good news might not have been passed on.

What do you think could stop Jesus' friends (Christians) today from passing on the good news? Talk about the children's answers!

What was the solution? Vs3

Choosing some people whose particular job it was to share out the food

Do you think this means these people didn't pass on the good news?

No! Talk about how every Christian has the job of telling other people the good news about Jesus. For some Christians it's their full time job, like Robert and Chris, but other Christians have a regular sort of job and other responsibilities, (like the children in Sunday Club, whose regular job is to go to school!) but still try to tell people about Jesus whenever they can. You could talk about how Stephen was chosen to be one of the people who looked after the widows (vs5) but that he also kept telling others about Jesus (we can find out more about this in the next bit of the chapter)

What was the result? Vs7

The good news (the word of God) kept spreading! More people became friends with Jesus.

What can you do to spread the good news?

Talk about the children's answers.

The apostles could have been distracted from passing on the good news by the problem of needing to sort out the argument. What might distract you? Talk about the children's answers. 

Play an active game

Play any sort of relay race game. If you don't have enough for two teams repeat the game from the All together time but just with whoever you have, challenging them to see how quickly they can collect the objects. Time them then get them to do it again and see if they can beat their personal best! Talk about how Jesus' friends had to make sure the good news was passed on. We need to do the same.

Eat / Make

Using plastic knives spread some cheese spread (or even chocolate!) onto a piece of bread. Talk about how it spreads around like we want the good news to spread! 

Play a game

Play Chinese Whispers, encourage the children to think up their own silly messages and see how accurate the end up being. Talk about how Jesus' friends had to make sure they didn't get distracted and kept on passing on their message, the good news that Jesus is King. 

The Scramblers might be playing Pass the Parcel, with a word from the memory verse in each layer. If you think the Explorers aren't too old for this you could play it with them too! 

Pray

Ask God to help us to tell other people the good news about Jesus. 

Resources:

Bibles

Paper and pencils

Objects for relay

Bread

Spreads

Plastic knives

Paper plates

