Session 4

Acts 9: 19b-25

Jesus is King: Not everyone likes the good news.

All together time 

The upfront focus:

2 Timothy 3:12

“Everyone who wants to live God's way will have a hard time”

Listen

Do a quick re-cap: Jesus died to rescue us, rose again showing He is the King and is now King in heaven. Jesus' friends are left on earth telling people the good news that Jesus is King, this good news needs to be passed on and it can't be stopped, in good times and bad times, even when people try to stop it, it goes on spreading.

Activity

Ask the children to draw a picture of a food that they really don't like (sprouts, cabbage, Marmite etc). Invite them to show everyone else their picture so the others can guess what it is. We all have types of food that we really don't like. And we all have other things we do and don't like.  Explain that some people really don't like hearing the good news that Jesus is the King. Because they don't like hearing it they are unkind to Jesus' friends, they make things hard for them. 

Sing:

Be bold be strong.

Talk about even when it's hard we can be bold and tell people the good news about Jesus. 

Activity

Give the children each a word from the verse above to hold. Read the verse out to them and see if they can get themselves standing in the right order. Read the verse again and ask them to hold up their word as you read it. Explain that it is from a letter from the Bible and it tells us that if someone wants to live God's way they will have a hard time. That's because not everyone likes the good news about Jesus. It doesn't mean life will always be hard for us but it does mean that there might be some times when things are hard. We'll be finding out about one of Jesus' friends who had a hard time today in our groups. 

Leaders' NB

In adult Church today they will be learning about the martyrdom of Stephen. Partly because his speech before his death is long and complex and mostly because he dies a horrible death we have decided not to tackle that passage! Although the older ones would probably manage with it it could be a bit too much for the younger ones. So we've gone for a different passage which illustrates the same point, that not everyone likes hearing the good news and so Jesus' friends will have a hard time. Hope that's OK!

Sparklers

Focus: Acts 9:19b-25

Big idea: Not everyone likes the good news about Jesus

Read the story from a Children's Bible or use the version below:

Saul had become friends with Jesus.

Saul started to tell people the good news about Jesus.

Some people didn't like the good news about Jesus.

They wanted to get Saul.

They made a plan.

Saul heard about the plan

His friends helped him to escape.

They lowered him out through a hole in the wall dangling in a basket!

Amazing!

So Saul could keep on telling people the good news about Jesus.

And he did! 

Read the story again, inviting the children to join in with actions or even act it out. 

Talk 

Talk with the children about how there are things that we like and things that we don't like. What things do they really really like? What do they not like? Talk about how not everyone likes the good news about Jesus, so sometimes people are horrible to Jesus' friends. That's sad, but we can pray to God and ask for His help. 

Sing

Be bold, be strong.

For God so loved the world

Eat!

Invite the children to try a few different foods, some that they might like and some that they might not like so much! Obviously if they don't want to eat any of them they don't have to! Talk again about how there are some things we really like and some things we don't. Some people really like the good news about Jesus and some people don't, that's why some people are horrible to Jesus' friends. 

Make

Make cardboard suitcases and decorate. Talk about how Saul went on lots of journeys telling people the good news about Jesus. Sometimes they liked it, sometimes they didn't! If you like you could write part of Acts 9:20 on, 'Saul began to tell people about Jesus.'

Pray

Resources:

Different foods to try

Cardboard suitcases

Things to decorate suitcases with. 

Scramblers

Focus: Acts 9:19b-25

Big idea: Not everyone likes the good news about Jesus

Read

Read the passage from the International Children's Bible or a similar suitable version. At the start you could give the children a piece of paper and ask them to draw a picture of Saul telling people about Jesus and then halfway through of Saul being lowered out of the city wall in a basket. 

Ask:

Who is the story all about? Saul (you could explain to the children that he becomes known as Paul and ask if they know anything about him. Explain that he became a follower of Jesus after spending time persecuting Jesus' followers)

What was Saul doing? Vs20 Telling people the good news about Jesus.

What did people think he was trying to do? Vs21 Arrest Jesus' followers

What was he actually doing? He had become one of Jesus' followers himself and was telling people about Him. 

What did the Jewish people want to do to Saul? Kill him

Why do you think they wanted to do that? Look at vs22 – Saul had become powerful and was telling people about Jesus. Talk to the children about how Jesus' followers often suffer in lots of different ways. Not everyone likes the good news about Jesus and so sometimes they are horrible to Jesus' friends. 

How do you think Saul felt when he found out they were trying to kill him?  

What happened in the end? Vs25 Saul was lowered through the city wall in a basket. He escaped! Talk to the children about how he went on to tell lots and lots of people about Jesus. You could talk about how this is just one story from the bible about one of Jesus' friends having a hard time because he was following Jesus and telling people about Him.

So what?

If we are following Jesus there will probably be times in our lives when we will have a hard time. Talk with the children about what it might mean for them, perhaps they might be teased at school for being Christians, they won't always do or say the same things as their friends and people might be horrible to them when they try to tell people about Jesus.

What can help them keep going when things are hard? We know that the good news about Jesus is true and people need to hear it, even if some people don't like hearing it.  We know that one day we will be in heaven and there won't be any suffering there. We can pray to God and ask for His help. 

Play

Play the Open Doors 'Pray Around the World' game. The game is a good way of introducing children to the persecution faced by Christians around the world today. Ask Sophie for the game if you would like to play. This will probably take up most of the rest of the session if you decide to play it. 

Eat!

Invite the children to try a few different foods, some that they might like and some that they might not like so much! Obviously if they don't want to eat any of them they don't have to! Talk again about how there are some things we really like and some things we don't. Some people really like the good news about Jesus and some people don't, that's why some people are horrible to Jesus' friends. 

Make

Make cardboard suitcases and decorate. Talk about how Saul went on lots of journeys telling people the good news about Jesus. Sometimes they liked it, sometimes they didn't! If you like you could write part of Acts 9:20 on, 'Saul began to tell people about Jesus.'

Play an active game

Play a game where the children run to one side of the room or another depending on if they like something or not i.e. You say Marmite, they run to the left or right depending on if they like it or not. 

Pray

Ask God to help us be brave if people are unkind to us because we are followers of Jesus. Ask Him to help people around the world who have a really hard time because they are following Jesus. 

Resources:

Bibles

Paper

Pencils

Open Doors game

Food to try

Cardboard suitcases

Things to decorate suitcases with. 

Explorers

Focus: Acts 9:19b-25

Big idea: Not everyone likes the good news about Jesus, His followers can expect to have a hard time. 

Read

Read the passage from the International Children's Bible or a similar suitable version. At the start you could give the children a piece of paper and ask them to draw a picture of Saul telling people about Jesus and then halfway through of Saul being lowered out of the city wall in a basket. 

Ask:

Who is the story all about? Saul (you could explain to the children that he becomes known as Paul and ask if they know anything about him. Explain that he became a follower of Jesus after spending time persecuting Jesus' followers)

What was Saul doing? Vs20 Telling people the good news about Jesus.

What did people think he was trying to do? Vs21 Arrest Jesus' followers

What was he actually doing? He had become one of Jesus' followers himself and was telling people about Him. 

What did the Jewish people want to do to Saul? Kill him

Why do you think they wanted to do that? Look at vs22 – Saul had become powerful and was telling people about Jesus. Talk to the children about how Jesus' followers often suffer  in lots of different ways. Not everyone likes the good news about Jesus and so sometimes they are horrible to Jesus' friends. 

How do you think Saul felt when he found out they were trying to kill him?  

What happened in the end? Vs25 Saul was lowered through the city wall in a basket. He escaped! Talk to the children about how he went on to tell lots and lots of people about Jesus. You could talk about how this is just one story from the bible about one of Jesus' friends having a hard time because he was following Jesus and telling people about Him.

So what?

If we are following Jesus there will probably be times in our lives when we will have a hard time. Talk with the children about what it might mean for them, perhaps they might be teased at school for being Christians, they won't always do or say the same things as their friends and people might be horrible to them when they try to tell people about Jesus.

What can help them keep going when things are hard? We know that the good news about Jesus is true and people need to hear it, even if some people don't like hearing it.  We know that one day we will be in heaven and there won't be any suffering there. We can pray to God and ask for His help. 

Play

Play the Open Doors 'Pray Around the World' game. The game is a good way of introducing children to the persecution faced by Christians around the world today. Ask Sophie for the game if you would like to play. This will probably take up most of the rest of the session if you decide to play it. 

Play an active game

Play a game where the children run to one side of the room or another depending on if they like something or not i.e. You say Marmite, they run to the left or right depending on if they like it or not. 

Eat!

Invite the children to try a few different foods, some that they might like and some that they might not like so much! Obviously if they don't want to eat any of them they don't have to! Talk again about how there are some things we really like and some things we don't. Some people really like the good news about Jesus and some people don't, that's why some people are horrible to Jesus' friends. 

Pray

Ask God to help us be brave if people are unkind to us because we are followers of Jesus. Ask Him to help people around the world who have a really hard time because they are following Jesus. 

Resources:

Bibles

Paper

Pencils

Open Doors game

Food to try

