Session 3

Isaiah 52:13-:53:12

A King who will suffer

All together time 

The upfront focus:

Matthew 1:18-21

Listen

Re-cap with the children what we've found out about Jesus so far; He's the King who will be King forever, and He's Mighty God – Wow! Today we will be finding out about how He didn't only come to earth to be King, He came to rescue us too. Jesus is God to the rescue!

Activity

Ask the children if any of them know what their name means? Have already prepared on cards the meaning of some of their names. Play a game matching the name meaning to Hold up a card and ask 'Whose name means ....' See if the children know or can guess and give the card to the appropriate child.

Listen

Explain that our Mums and Dads choose our names for lots of different reasons, perhaps they just like the name, perhaps it means something special or it was the name of someone in our family. Jesus was given His name because it means something special, it means 'God saves' or we can say 'God to the rescue'!

Sing:

Jesus love is very wonderful or For God so loved the World

Activity

Play sleeping lions! Explain to the children while they are sleeping that Jesus' Dad on earth Joseph had a dream and in his dream an angel told him what to call the baby that Mary was going to have. Get them all to sit up and then read them Matthew 1:21, explaining that this is what the angel told Joseph:

'She (Mary) will give birth to a son. You will name the son Jesus. Give him that name because he will rescue his people from  their sins' (ICB)

Explain again that the name Jesus means God to the rescue! Jesus was called Jesus because He came to rescue His people. That's brilliant!

Leaders' NB

In grown up Church the focus will be more on the suffering of Christ, but certainly for the altogether time and for Sparklers we felt it was more appropriate to focus on Jesus rescuing us by His suffering. The older groups can explore the Isaiah prophecy in as much depth as they wish!

As there are a number of activities planned around the meaning of children's names this session you will probably need to do a bit of research beforehand! If you get stuck ask the parents!

Sparklers

NB – Sparklers leaders! The older groups and adults will be focussing on Jesus' death a bit more. Although it is important to be aware of how talking about Jesus' death could upset or frighten small children we think it is also important not to ignore it completely and to gently introduce the concepts around it to the youngest children– it is after all the way in which Jesus does rescue us and often children can cope with the idea of death much better than adults! In this session we've planned therefore to focus mainly on Joseph's dream and on the meaning of Jesus' name, translated here as 'God to the rescue!' but also to mention how Jesus rescues us, by dying on the cross. If you feel this isn't appropriate please do talk to us about it.

Focus: Matthew 1:18-21

Big idea: Baby Jesus is God to the rescue!

Read

Explain that the Bible story today is about something that happened before baby Jesus was born. Read the story from an appropriate version or use this version below. If you use another version you will probably want to include the words 'God to the rescue' at some point!

Joseph was fast asleep

He had a dream

An angel was in his dream!

The angel spoke to him

“Get married to Mary' said the angel

“She's going to have a baby, a baby boy.

You should call him Jesus – because he will rescue people”

Jesus – God to the rescue

Read it through again, maybe getting the children to pretend to be asleep at the beginning, do a rocking baby motion when the angel says about the baby and doing a Superman style hand in the air at 'God to the rescue'

Talk

Talk about how amazing it was that the angel told Joseph what to call Jesus. We don't have dreams like that! Jesus was very very special, He came to do the most important job ever, to rescue us by dying on the cross. That's because God loves us very very much. That's amazing!

Talk / play 

Talk again with the children about what their names mean. You could repeat the activity from the all together time matching cards with the meanings of the children's names on to the child. Perhaps have the name meaning on one side and the child's name on the other – the older children will be able to recognise their names and will be pleased to see their name written down. 

Play

Play with baby dolls, dressing them up, making beds for them out of boxes etc. Talk with the children about what names their 'baby' has. Talk about what it means, maybe looking up in a baby name book to find the meaning. Talk about how the name baby Jesus was given had a very special meaning, His name means God to the rescue! 

Sing

Away in a manger

Jesus is the mighty King: Song to the tune of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Here we go up to Bethlehem: Song to the tune of Here we go round the Mulberry bush

Jesus is the mighty king,        

He is Lord of everything.

Born for us on Christmas Day

In a stable far away.

Jesus is the mighty king,

He is Lord of everything

 

Here we go up to Bethlehem X2      

Bethlehem, X2

Here we go up to Bethlehem

To see the baby Jesus

 

Here we see the star in the sky etc

For the baby Jesus

 

Here we hold the Jesus child etc.

Praise to baby Jesus!

(The idea for using the tune of 'Here we go round the Mulberry bush' for the Christmas story appears to have come from Sydney Carter and his song can be found at http://www.stainer.co.uk/hymns/advent.html  The above are some of our verses that are more suited to our theme.)

Make

A name hanger for their door (have it as pre-prepared as you feel it needs to be for the activity not to take up too much time but to produce a nice hanger!) On one side have the child's name with the meaning and on the other have “Jesus means God to the rescue!” The children can decorate it.

Pray

Thank God that He sent Jesus to rescue us.

Resources:

Cards with the children's names on

Baby dolls and accessories!

Name hangers and pencils /crayons for decorating

Scramblers

Focus: Matthew 1:18-21 and parts of Isaiah 52 and 53

Big idea: Jesus is God to the rescue – thank you God!

Two passages again this week, the activities relating to each one are listed underneath the study for each one.

Matthew 1:18-21

Read the passage from an appropriate children's Bible. You might want to take a look at the version for the Sparklers written out in their planning. It might be too simple for Scramblers but then again it might just do the trick for getting across the main point of the story!

Depending on how much you want to delve into the details in vs18-19 you might need to explain that when it says divorce that means breaking off the engagement. If you'd rather not get caught up in these verses at all then feel free not to read them and just explain in simple terms that Joseph was thinking about what he should do because he had heard Mary was going to have a baby.

Ask

What happened to Joseph while he was asleep? He had a dream! An angel spoke to him in his dream.

What does this tell us about who the message was from? It was from God (point out to the children that it says 'angel of the Lord' in vs20). Talk about how this shows us that Jesus' didn't just get his name because Mary and Joseph liked it – it was an instruction straight from God, it was all part of God's plan.

What was Joseph told to call the baby? Jesus! Which means “God to the rescue!”

What does it say Jesus will rescue us from? From our sins. Explain that because of our sin (putting ourselves as number 1, not God) we deserve punishment from God. But God sent Jesus to rescue us, so we can escape the punishment – thank you God!

Talk about how God obviously had a plan for Jesus, right from the start, before he was born, Jesus was going to be God to the rescue!

Play

Play with baby dolls, dressing them up, making beds for them out of boxes etc. Talk with the children about what names their 'baby' has. Talk about what it means, maybe looking up in a baby name book to find the meaning. Talk about how the name baby Jesus was given had a very special meaning, His name means God to the rescue! 

Make

A name hanger for their bedroom door (have it as pre-prepared as you feel it needs to be for the activity not to take up too much time but to produce a nice hanger!) On one side have the child's name with the meaning and on the other have “Jesus means God to the rescue!” The children can decorate it.

Talk

Talk about how we've been learning that Jesus is God to the rescue. But how does He rescue us? Ask the children if any of them know. Hopefully they will mention his death on the cross!

Remind the children of what we've been learning the past few times at Sunday Club. How God promised long before Jesus was born a King forever who was God come to earth. Explain that God also said a long time before Jesus that there would be someone who would suffer greatly because of our sin, and take our punishment. We can read about it in a bit of the bible called Isaiah.

Read Isaiah 53:4-6 (below is the International Children's Bible version, which the questions we've written work from)

“4. But he took our suffering on him

and felt our pain for us.

We saw his suffering.

We thought God was punishing him.

5. But he was wounded for the

wrong things we did.

He was crushed for the evil things we did.

The punishment, which made us 

well, was given to him.

And we are healed because of his wounds.

6. We all have wandered away like sheep,

Each of us has gone his own way.

But the Lord has put on him the punishment

For all the evil we have done.”

Isaiah 53:4-6

Explain that even though this was written a long time before Jesus died, it sounds like it has already happened doesn't it? That's because the person who God used to write it was imagining it all like it happened – it makes it seem so certain! Explain that it is all about Jesus, that's who the 'He' is.

Ask:

Why was Jesus wounded and crushed? For the wrong things we did, and the evil things we did. Talk with the children about when these things happened to Jesus, make sure they understand that it was when Jesus died on the cross. 

What had we done that meant we deserved to be punished? Wrong things / Evil things / Wandered away like sheep / Gone our own way.

What was Jesus given? The punishment that made us well / the punishment for all the evil we have done. Talk with the children about how this means that Jesus was given the punishment we deserved

So what?

Jesus died to rescue us, and it was all part of God's plan. He said a long time before it happened that it would happen, He said Jesus needed to be given the name that means God to the rescue. Jesus dying wasn't a mistake. God loves us so much He planned all along to rescue us. If we ever wonder if we are important, if we ever feel a bit small and unimportant we can remember, God planned to rescue us – wow! Thank you God. And we can be sure that we are forgiven, Jesus has taken our punishment instead of us. We don't need to worry about whether we can be friends with God, Jesus has made sure we can be.

Play an active game

Play 'Stuck in the Mud'. Talk about how when you are stuck in that game you need someone to rescue you. We all need someone to rescue us from our sins – that's why God sent Jesus.

Pray

Thank God for sending Jesus – God to the rescue!

Resources:

Baby dolls and baby doll stuff

Door hangers and pencils / pens to decorate

Explorers

Focus: Matthew 1:18-21 and parts of Isaiah 52 and 53

Big idea: Jesus is God to the rescue – thank you God!

Two passages again this week, the activities relating to each one are listed underneath the study for each one.

Matthew 1:18-21

Read the passage from an appropriate children's Bible. You might want to take a look at the version for the Sparklers written out in their planning. It might be too simple for Scramblers but then again it might just do the trick for getting across the main point of the story!

Depending on how much you want to delve into the details in vs18-19 you might need to explain that when it says divorce that means breaking off the engagement. If you'd rather not get caught up in these verses at all then feel free not to read them and just explain in simple terms that Joseph was thinking about what he should do because he had heard Mary was going to have a baby.

Ask

What happened to Joseph while he was asleep? He had a dream! An angel spoke to him in his dream.

What does this tell us about who the message was from? It was from God (point out to the children that it says 'angel of the Lord' in vs20). Talk about how this shows us that Jesus' didn't just get his name because Mary and Joseph liked it – it was an instruction straight from God, it was all part of God's plan.

What was Joseph told to call the baby? Jesus! Which means “God to the rescue!”

What does it say Jesus will rescue us from? From our sins. Explain that because of our sin (putting ourselves as number 1, not God) we deserve punishment from God. But God sent Jesus to rescue us, so we can escape the punishment – thank you God!

Talk about how God obviously had a plan for Jesus, right from the start, before he was born, Jesus was going to be God to the rescue!

Play an active game

Play 'Stuck in the Mud'. Talk about how when you are stuck in that game you need someone to rescue you. We all need someone to rescue us from our sins – that's why God sent Jesus.

Make

A name hanger for their bedroom door (have it as pre-prepared as you feel it needs to be for the activity not to take up too much time but to produce a nice hanger!) On one side have the child's name with the meaning and on the other have “Jesus means God to the rescue!” The children can decorate it.

Isaiah 52 and 53

Talk

Talk about how we've been learning that Jesus is God to the rescue. But how does He rescue us? Ask the children if any of them know. Hopefully they will mention his death on the cross!

Remind the children of what we've been learning the past few times at Sunday Club. How God promised long before Jesus was born a King forever who was God come to earth. Explain that God also said a long time before Jesus that there would be someone who would suffer greatly because of our sin, and take our punishment. We can read about it in a bit of the bible called Isaiah.

Read Isaiah 53:4-6 (below is the International Children's Bible version, which the questions we've written work from)

“4. But he took our suffering on him

and felt our pain for us.

We saw his suffering.

We thought God was punishing him.

5. But he was wounded for the

wrong things we did.

He was crushed for the evil things we did.

The punishment, which made us 

well, was given to him.

And we are healed because of his wounds.

6. We all have wandered away like sheep,

Each of us has gone his own way.

But the Lord has put on him the punishment

For all the evil we have done.”

Isaiah 53:4-6

Explain that even though this was written a long time before Jesus died, it sounds like it has already happened doesn't it? That's because the person who God used to write it was imagining it all like it happened – it makes it seem so certain! Explain that it is all about Jesus, that's who the 'He' is.

Ask:

Why was Jesus wounded and crushed? For the wrong things we did, and the evil things we did. Talk with the children about when these things happened to Jesus, make sure they understand that it was when Jesus died on the cross. 

What had we done that meant we deserved to be punished? Wrong things / Evil things / Wandered away like sheep / Gone our own way.

What was Jesus given? The punishment that made us well / the punishment for all the evil we have done. Talk with the children about how this means that Jesus was given the punishment we deserved

So what?

Jesus died to rescue us, and it was all part of God's plan. He said a long time before it happened that it would happen, He said Jesus needed to be given the name that means God to the rescue. Jesus dying wasn't a mistake. God loves us so much He planned all along to rescue us. If we ever wonder if we are important, if we ever feel a bit small and unimportant we can remember, God planned to rescue us – wow! Thank you God. And we can be sure that we are forgiven, Jesus has taken our punishment instead of us. We don't need to worry about whether we can be friends with God, Jesus has made sure we can be.

Play a quieter game

Play an identifying super heroes (Spiderman, Superman, Batman etc) type game – use pictures that you've cut up into jigsaws or that you slowly reveal somehow. Talk about how these heroes rescue people and the things they rescue them from. Talk about how the rescue that Jesus came to do is even more amazing than the greatest super hero. Jesus' rescue will last forever, He has taken our punishment and nothing can change that, if we trust in Him we are rescued now and will be in heaven with Him forever.

Pray

Thank God for sending Jesus to die in our place, thank God that Jesus is 'God to the rescue'

Resources:

Door hangers and pens / pencils to decorate

Super hero pictures

