Session 2

Isaiah 9:1-7

King Jesus is Mighty God 

All together time 

The upfront focus:

Isaiah 9: 6

King Jesus is Mighty God – Wow!

Listen

Re-cap last week's session, when we learned that God made a promise that a King would come who would be the King forever. The King is Jesus!

Activity

Ask the children if they have ever made any promises? Ask if there are any Cubs or Brownies etc who can recite their promise? What other sorts of promises might they make? Use pictures or objects relating to promises e.g. A brownie or cub uniform, a wedding ring, some paper money (where it says 'I promise to pay the bearer...')Explain that before Jesus was born God made promises to His people. Last week we learned that God promised a King would come who would be King forever. This week we're finding out about more about promises God made about the King – God promised there would be a baby, who is royal (a King) and who is God, God with us.

Sing:

For God so loved the world

or

Who's the King of the Jungle 

Listen

Remind the children that when important royal announcements were made a long time ago they were often written down on scrolls. Ask for volunteers to come and hold a scroll you have with the promise about a baby who would be born who would be King and God. Make sure you explain that this is a promise from the Bible! (This might be a good opportunity for some of the older children to be able to stand up and stretch their legs!) Get one child to hold one end while the other unrolls it. On it it should say:

“A baby will be born. He will be in charge of the people. He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Father Forever, Prince of Peace” Isaiah 9:6

Have three pieces of paper, one with a picture of a baby on, one with a crown and one with the word 'Wow!' on. Explain that you have pictures that will help us understand the promise – it's a promise about a baby who would be King and who would be God. Invite children to come and paperclip /sellotape / blu tack (whatever your preferred method of sticking is!) the pictures onto your promise scroll.

Explain that we will be finding out more in our groups about the baby who is Mighty God.

Leaders' NB

Although much art work and many Nativity plays depict the wise men visiting a baby, Jesus was probably a toddler when they visited. You might want to make the children aware of this as you talk. 

Sparklers

Focus: Matthew 2:9-11

Big idea: King Jesus is God

Read

Remind the children that the promise God made was that a baby would come who is King and God – Wow!

Read the story of the wise men visiting Jesus. You could use this version from last week, the children will probably enjoy the repetition.

One dark night some clever men saw a brand new star! 

“Follow that star!!!!” 

They followed and followed and followed.

They arrived at Herod's house!

The clever men asked Herod, 'Where is the new King?'

Herod asked his helpers, 'Where is the King supposed to be born?'

The helpers said 'In Bethlehem'

The clever men followed the star all the way to Bethlehem. 

The star stopped just where little Jesus was staying in Bethlehem

They clever men had found the new King, Jesus!

The clever men gave little King Jesus presents.

Shiny gold and smelly frankincense and myrrh.

And they bowed down, they worshipped.

Jesus is the King who is God!

Talk 

Talk about how the clever men worshipped baby Jesus. This means that they showed that He is God, they showed He is number 1, more important than anything else. We should do that too!

Play

Play a what's the clever thing to do game. Write on cards a list of different situations, some  clever some silly e.g:

Clever:

Look carefully before you cross the road

Do what your Mummy and Daddy tell you to

Clean your teeth

Eat your vegetables!

Silly:

Make breakfast in the bath

Walk to nursery backwards

Wash your hair with orange squash

You could get the children to take it in turns to pick a card and then all do actions for what is on the card. Talk about which things are clever and which are silly. Make a big deal of how silly the silly things are!

Talk about how the clever men who went to see Jesus were very very clever and when they saw Jesus they did the clever thing – the worshipped him. The clever thing for us is to worship Jesus, that means we make Him number 1, because He is Mighty God- Wow!

Sing

Away in a manger

Jesus is the mighty King: Song to the tune of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Here we go up to Bethlehem: Song to the tune of Here we go round the Mulberry bush

Jesus is the mighty king,        

He is Lord of everything.

Born for us on Christmas Day

In a stable far away.

Jesus is the mighty king,

He is Lord of everything

 

Here we go up to Bethlehem X2      

Bethlehem, X2

Here we go up to Bethlehem

To see the baby Jesus

 

Here we see the star in the sky etc

For the baby Jesus

 

Here we hold the Jesus child etc.

Praise to baby Jesus!

(The idea for using the tune of 'Here we go round the Mulberry bush' for the Christmas story appears to have come from Sydney Carter and his song can be found at http://www.stainer.co.uk/hymns/advent.html  The above are some of our verses that are more suited to our theme.)

Make

Make a picture or collage of Jesus with the wise men bowing down to him – you could make it a simple gluing on picture with pre-drawn and cut wise men and Jesus, that the children could then decorate in some way, perhaps adding the gifts or decorating the wise men's clothes. Write or have printed on already to their pictures “King Jesus is Mighty God – Wow!”

Pray

Ask God to help us to be like the clever men and worship Jesus.

Resources:

Bible story printed out

Cards with clever / silly things written on

Pictures of Jesus and wise men

Card to make pictures on

Glue

Scramblers

Focus: Isaiah 9:6, Matthew 2:9-11.

Big idea: King Jesus is Mighty God – we should worship Him

A change in format for the plans this week, we would suggest tackling Isaiah 9:6 first, so the activities relating to that come directly after the teaching planned for that passage below, then move on to the Matthew 2 passage and activities. If you think the Scramblers need more to learn about you could tackle the Philippians passage that the Explorers are doing too, but this will probably be enough!

Isaiah 9:6

Read

Look the passage up in a bible just to remind the children this is where it comes from! You will probably want to work with the simplified version from altogether time as you talk though so perhaps give each child a copy of this or have it printed out for everyone to read.

“A baby will be born. He will be in charge of the people. He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Father Forever, Prince of Peace” Isaiah 9:6

Read through the passage again and if you think it would be helpful get the children to draw on their copy above the words the pictures from All together time, a baby, a crown and a Wow!

Ask the children if they can remember what God promised? A baby who would be King and God too!

Play a name game

Wow! That baby had a lot of names! Ask the children if they can remember any of the names? Play a game where you stick a post it note on each child with the name of someone who is there on it. Everyone needs to find the post it with their own name and swap it, until everyone has their own name on! Explain that we all have special names, and our family has usually thought really carefully about what to call us. The promise we read today was about the King God promised and how people would call Him all those amazing things! Talk about how Jesus wasn't called those actual names all the time, they were more like titles but they tell us a lot Him and who He was. One of those names in the promise told us that the King would be God. Baby King Jesus was Mighty God come to earth to be with us.

Talk about how amazing it is that mighty God came to earth as a little baby, born in a dirty place where animals were kept. Wow!

Matthew 2:9-11

Read the passage together.

Explain the context for the children, that is is about the wise men and their visit to Jesus.

Ask:

How did the wise men feel when they found Jesus? Overjoyed

What did the wise men do when they saw Jesus? They bowed down and worshipped him

Talk about how these really clever men had come to find an amazing King. When they found him they worshipped him. We should do the same thing! 

At Christmas time it's easy for other things to seem more important than Jesus, the food, our presents, our family. But the most important thing should be Jesus – because He is the King who is God. So we should do what the wise men did and worship him.

Ask:

Can we bow down in front of baby Jesus just like the wise men did?

Explain that we can't really because He is in heaven now ruling on His throne. We show our worship in other ways, by showing that He is number 1 in our lives.

Ask:

How do we show Jesus is number 1 in our lives?

Talk about the children's ideas, and also if appropriate use some of the ideas given below....

So on Christmas Day if you get an amazing present, be thankful for it but don't make it the most important thing in your life. If you get a new computer game don't start to spend so much time playing on that that you think you don't have time to come to Church. Or if you get some new DVDs don't get so caught up in them and the heroes that you see on them that you forget that Jesus is the most amazing King ever, and that He is Mighty God! Worship means to give something what it is worth, Jesus is God, He is worth giving everything to. That doesn't mean we can't enjoy lovely Christmas presents and fun things, it does mean that the way we enjoy them should show that we think that Jesus is more important than ALL the Christmas presents in the world! He is the one we should worship, the one who is number 1 in our lives.

Play an active game

Play a what's the wise thing to do game. Write on cards a list of different situations, some  clever some silly e.g:

Wise:

Do your homework

Look carefully before you cross the road

Do what your Mum and Dad tell you to

Clean your teeth

Eat your vegetables!

Silly:

Make toast in the shower

Walk to school backwards

Wash your hair with orange squash

Depending on the children in your group and whether they need to run around a bit or not you can play various games. Perhaps read a situation and get them to run to one end of the hall if they think it is a wise thing to do and the other if it's a silly thing thing to do. Or play a simple game at your table sorting the situations into wise and silly. Or get the children to take it in turns to act out what is written on their cards, charades style. The rest of the group has to guess what it is and say whether it is wise or silly!

Talk about how there are lots of different situations in life when we can do the wise or silly thing. The wise men were very wise! They did the wisest thing you can possibly do when you meet Jesus. They knew what to do, they found Jesus and they bowed down and worshipped him.

NB – this is the sort of game that some children will respond in a silly way to, deliberately saying the silly thing is wise. You might want to tell them before you play that you expect them to play properly!

Make

Make a picture or collage of Jesus with the wise men bowing down to him – you could make it a simple gluing on picture with pre-drawn and cut wise men and Jesus, that the children could then decorate in some way, perhaps adding the gifts or decorating the wise men's clothes. Write or have printed on already to their pictures “King Jesus is Mighty God – Wow!”

Sing

Sing the songs below (the same as the ones from last week) if you think the children enjoyed them!

Jesus is the mighty King: Song to the tune of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Here we go up to Bethlehem: Song to the tune of Here we go round the Mulberry bush

Jesus is the mighty king,        

He is Lord of everything.

Born for us on Christmas Day

In a stable far away.

Jesus is the mighty king,

He is Lord of everything

 

Here we go up to Bethlehem X2      

Bethlehem, X2

Here we go up to Bethlehem

To see the baby Jesus

 

Here we see the star in the sky etc

For the baby Jesus

 

Here we hold the Jesus child etc.

Praise to baby Jesus!

(The idea for using the tune of 'Here we go round the Mulberry bush' for the Christmas story appears to have come from Sydney Carter and his song can be found at http://www.stainer.co.uk/hymns/advent.html  The above are some of our verses that are more suited to our theme.)

Pray

Ask God to help us to be like the clever men and worship Jesus.

Resources:

Bibles and bible passages

Pencils

Post Its

Cards with clever / silly things written on

Pictures of Jesus and wise men

Card to make pictures on

Glue

Explorers

Focus: Isaiah 9:6, Matthew 2:9-11, Philippians 2

Big idea: King Jesus is Mighty God  – we should worship Him

A change in format for the plans this week, we would suggest tackling Isaiah 9:6 first, so the activities relating to that come directly after the teaching planned for that passage below, then move on to the Matthew 2 passage and activities, then the Philippians 2 passage and activities.

Isaiah 9:6

Read

Look the passage up in a bible just to remind the children this is where it comes from! You will probably want to work with the simplified version from altogether time as you talk though so perhaps give each child a copy of this or have it printed out for everyone to read.

“A baby will be born. He will be in charge of the people. He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Father Forever, Prince of Peace” Isaiah 9:6

Read through the passage again and if you think it would be helpful get the children to draw on their copy above the words the pictures from All together time, a baby, a crown and a Wow!

Ask the children if they can remember what God promised? A baby who would be King and God too!

Play a name game

Wow! That baby had a lot of names! Ask the children if they can remember any of the names? Play a game where you stick a post it note on each child with the name of someone who is there on it. Everyone needs to find the post it with their own name and swap it, until everyone has their own name on! Explain that we all have special names, and our family has usually thought really carefully about what to call us. The promise we read today was about the King God promised and how people would call Him all those amazing things! Talk about how Jesus wasn't called those actual names all the time, they were more like titles but they tell us a lot Him and who He was. One of those names in the promise told us that the King would be God. Baby King Jesus was Mighty God come to earth to be with us.

Talk about how amazing it is that mighty God came to earth as a little baby, born in a dirty place where animals were kept. Wow!

Matthew 2:9-11

Read the passage together.

Explain the context for the children, that is is about the wise men and their visit to Jesus.

Ask:

How did the wise men feel when they found Jesus? Overjoyed

What did the wise men do when they saw Jesus? They bowed down and worshipped him

Talk about how these really clever men had come to find an amazing King. When they found him they worshipped him. We should do the same thing! 

At Christmas time it's easy for other things to seem more important than Jesus, the food, our presents, our family. But the most important thing should be Jesus – because He is the King who is God. So we should do what the wise men did and worship him.

Ask:

Can we bow down in front of baby Jesus just like the wise men did?

Explain that we can't really because He is in heaven now ruling on His throne. We show our worship in other ways, by showing that He is number 1 in our lives.

Ask:

How do we show Jesus is number 1 in our lives?

Talk about the children's ideas, and also if appropriate use some of the ideas given below....

So on Christmas Day if you get an amazing present, be thankful for it but don't make it the most important thing in your life. If you get a new computer game don't start to spend so much time playing on that that you think you don't have time to come to Church. Or if you get some new DVDs don't get so caught up in them and the heroes that you see on them that you forget that Jesus is the most amazing King ever, and that He is Mighty God! Worship means to give something what it is worth, Jesus is God, He is worth giving everything to. That doesn't mean we can't enjoy lovely Christmas presents and fun things, it does mean that the way we enjoy them should show that we think that Jesus is more important than ALL the Christmas presents in the world! He is the one we should worship, the one who is number 1 in our lives.

Play an active game

Play a what's the wise thing to do game. Write on cards a list of different situations, some  clever some silly e.g:

Wise:

Do your homework

Look carefully before you cross the road

Do what your Mum and Dad tell you to

Clean your teeth

Eat your vegetables!

Silly:

Make toast in the shower

Walk to school backwards

Wash your hair with orange squash

Depending on the children in your group and whether they need to run around a bit or not you can play various games. Perhaps read a situation and get them to run to one end of the hall if they think it is a wise thing to do and the other if it's a silly thing thing to do. Or play a simple game at your table sorting the situations into wise and silly. Or get the children to take it in turns to act out what is written on their cards, charades style. The rest of the group has to guess what it is and say whether it is wise or silly!

Talk about how there are lots of different situations in life when we can do the wise or silly thing. The wise men were very wise! They did the wisest thing you can possibly do when you meet Jesus. They knew what to do, they found Jesus and they bowed down and worshipped him.

NB – this is the sort of game that some children will respond in a silly way to, deliberately saying the silly thing is wise. You might want to tell them before you play that you expect them to play properly!

Philippians 2:10

Read the verse (and maybe some of the surrounding verses depending on how much time you have!) 

Ask: What is every single person going to do?

Bow before Jesus. Talk about how Jesus is the King who is God so one day everyone will bow before Him.

Talk with the children about how it is wiser by far to bow to Jesus now, to make Him number 1 in our lives, because one day everyone will have to bow to Him anyway. Best to do it now so we can be certain that we will be with Him forever.

Make

Make a big 'Wow' in bubble writing cut out of card. One one side the children can write inside the Wow, 'King Jesus is Mighty God'. They can then decorate their 'Wow'!

Pray

Thank God that He came to earth as a baby. Ask Him to help us make Him number 1!

Resources:

Bibles and bible passages printed 

Post Its

Pencils

Cards with silly / clever things to do on

'Wow's on card with colouring pencils / felt tips to decorate

