Session 2

Acts 5:25-42

Jesus is King: The good news can't be stopped

All together time 

The upfront focus:The good news about Jesus can't be stopped 

Acts 5:42 “Every day, in every place Jesus' friends never stopped telling people the good news that Jesus is the King” 

Listen

Remind the children that last week we learned that Jesus is King of good times and bad times. We found out that His friends had been taken to court and put in prison because they were telling others the good news that Jesus is the King. We'll learn this week whether they were put off and gave up telling others after their horrible experience...

Memory Verse

Ask the children if anyone can remember the memory verse from last week? Ask for volunteers to come and tell everyone the verse. If they get it right they can have a prize! (small sweet or sticker?) The verse is:

Acts 5:42 “Every day, in every place Jesus' friends never stopped telling people the good news that Jesus is the King” 

Explain that this verse from the bible comes at the end of our story for today. It shows us that even though Jesus' friends had a really hard time they never stopped telling people the good news. We're going to learn more about that in our groups and also learn how if we're friends with Jesus we should be brave and tell others too....

Activity

Play a balloon game where you have to try to keep a balloon up in the air for as long as possible but with one person trying to 'stop' the balloon. Either play in two teams or have the younger ones playing together with leaders helping and the older ones playing competitively against each other. 

  Talk about how the good news about Jesus couldn't be stopped (either like the balloon or not like it depending on how successful the children were!). Lots of things happened that might have stopped it from spreading but nothing actually could, and that's why we are here today, because the good news has kept on spreading. 

Sing:

Be bold, be strong. 

Resources:

Prizes for memory verse remembering. 

Balloons

Leaders' NB

The theme of this week is telling other people about Jesus. With the older children it might be appropriate to challenge them gently about whether they are friends with Jesus. If they are then they have a role to play in telling others, but if they are not then they need to think first about becoming friends with Jesus themselves. Do they believe that Jesus died so they can be forgiven and that He is the King? We don't want to put pressure on any young people so this isn't about getting them to necessarily say out loud what they think, just prompting them gently to think about where they stand. 

Sparklers

Focus: Acts 5:25-42

Big idea: Jesus is King: The good news can't be stopped

Read the story from a Toddler or Children's Bible or use the version below:

Jesus' friends were let out of prison

They went straight back to the Temple (the Special Building) to keep telling people the good news that Jesus is the King.

They just wouldn't stop!

The jealous people were in charge and they were cross!

Soldiers brought Jesus' friends to see the jealous people

'We told you to stop' they said!

But Jesus' friends just wouldn't stop telling people the good news.

“Jesus died so we can be forgiven and have the Holy Spirit to help us” Peter said.

The jealous people were STILL cross!

They hurt Jesus' friends....

But Jesus' friends just wouldn't stop telling people the good news. 

Every day, in every place Jesus' friends never stopped telling people the good news that Jesus is the King

Talk 

Talk about being brave, and how Jesus' friends in our story were very brave, they just kept on telling people the good news about Jesus. Ask the children if there are times when they have to be brave? What helps them to be brave? Talk about how God gives us the Holy Spirit to help us be brave, that's who helped Jesus' friends be brave and keep on telling other people about Him. 

Play

Play stopping sorts of games like musical bumps or musical statues. Talk about how the jealous people tried to stop Jesus' friends telling other people the good news. But they couldn't! God wants the good news to keep going, He won't let it be stopped.

Sing

Be bold be strong

Talk about how we can be brave like Jesus' friends were and tell other people the good news about him. 

Make

Make a road sign from cardboard, have printed or written on one side 'Stop' and get the children to colour it red. On the other side have written on it 'The good news can't be stopped'. The children can colour it green. Attach a lolly stick or similar to the bottom of the sign so they can twizzle it round!

Pray

Ask God to help us tell people about Jesus.

Resources:

CD player and CD for musical statues

Cardboard

Colouring pencils / crayons

Lolly sticks

Sellotape

Scramblers

Focus: Acts 5:25-32 and 40-42

Big idea: Jesus is King: The good news can't be stopped

Read Acts 5:25-32 and 40-42 (from the International Children's Bible or a simpler version if you think they won't understand this)

When you skip verses 33-49 just explain to the children quickly that it's about a man called Gamaliel who persuaded the Jewish leaders to let Jesus' friends go.

Give each of the children a piece of paper with 'The good news couldn't be stopped...' written at the top. Together look through the passage again and find examples of how the good news could have been stopped from spreading but it wasn't. The children can draw or write these down on their paper. Remind the children that apostles are Jesus' friends. Clarify with them the different people involved, there are apostles, soldiers, religious leaders. You might talk about:

vs25-26: Use this as a re-cap, last week we found out that Jesus' friends the apostles had been put in jail for telling people the good news. An angel let them out and told them to go back to the temple to keep telling people the good news. And these verses show us that is what they did. So the good news could have been stopped because the apostles could have given up. They could have decided after spending time in jail that it was too hard, too dangerous. But they didn't,they kept on telling people. 

So the good news couldn't be stopped from spreading by Jesus' friends being arrested.

Vs27: They were brought in front of the leaders. Explain that this was like being taken to court, ask the children how they would feel if they had to go to court? It's probably quite scary! But this didn't stop them.

The good news couldn't be stopped by Jesus' friends being scared in court

Vs28-29: The authorities had tried to stop them spreading the good news before, but it obviously didn't work.

So the good news couldn't be stopped by the people in charge. 

Vs 31: Ask the children, from this verse, who is it that has put Jesus in charge? It's God. What is God's plan? For people to be forgiven. (It says Jews but that is partly because they are talking to Jews at the time, we know from other parts of the bible that God wants other people to be forgiven too!) Talk about how if God is behind all this and it is His plan then of course it can't be stopped.

The good news can't be stopped, it's God's plan. 

Vs32:Who is also at work? The Holy Spirit.

The good news can't be stopped, the Holy Spirit is working. 

Vs40-42 Ask the children what happened to the apostles? They were beaten. But this didn't stop them.

The good news can't be stopped by Jesus' friends being harmed.

So what?

Talk to the children about how we've seen that the good news couldn't be stopped. Jesus' friends just kept on telling people. Lots of things could have stopped the news from spreading but nothing did, and that's how we're here today, because people have kept on telling others the good news. 

Talk about how part of being a Christian is telling other people the good news that Jesus is the King. It was hard for the apostles, they were arrested and beaten up. Ask the children what might make it hard for them to tell others? What might stop us from passing on the good news?

Play an active game

Play “stuck in the mud' or similar game involving being stopped. Or play musical bumps or musical statues. Talk about how the good news could not be stopped, Jesus' friends just kept on telling people. 

Play a quieter game

Play a variation on 'just a minute', challenge the children to see how long they can talk about a particular subject. Talk about how Jesus' friends just couldn't stop talking about him. 

Make

Make a road sign from cardboard, have printed or get the children to write on one side 'Stop' and get the children to colour it red. On the other side have written on it 'The good news can't be stopped'. The children can colour it green. Attach a lolly stick or similar to the bottom of the sign so they can twizzle it round!

Pray

Ask God to help us,if we're friends with Jesus to be brave and tell other people about Him.

Resources:

CD player and CD for musical statues

Cardboard

Colouring pencils / crayons

Lolly sticks

Sellotape

Explorers

Focus: Acts 5:25-32 and 40-42

Big idea: Jesus is King: The good news can't be stopped.

Read Acts 5:25-42

Read through the passage and then give each of the children a piece of paper with 'The good news couldn't be stopped...' written at the top. If you think the passage is going to be too long you could leave out vs34-39 and explain to the children quickly that it's about a man called Gamaliel who persuaded the Jewish leaders to let Jesus' friends go. 

Together look through the passage again and find examples of how the good news could have been stopped from spreading but it wasn't. The children can draw or write these down on their paper. You might talk about:

vs25-26: Use this as a re-cap, last week we found out that Jesus' friends the apostles had been put in jail for telling people the good news. An angel let them out and told them to go back to the temple to keep telling people the good news. And these verses show us that is what they did. So the good news could have been stopped because the apostles could have given up. They could have decided after spending time in jail that it was too hard, too dangerous. But they didn't,they kept on telling people. 

So the good news couldn't be stopped from spreading by Jesus' friends being arrested.

Vs27: They were brought in front of the leaders. Explain that this was like being taken to court, ask the children how they would feel if they had to go to court? It's probably quite intimidating! But this didn't stop them.

The good news couldn't be stopped by Jesus' friends being intimidated in court

Vs28-29: The authorities had tried to stop them spreading the good news before, but it obviously didn't work.

So the good news couldn't be stopped by the authorities. 

Vs 31: Ask the children, from this verse, who is it that has put Jesus in charge? It's God. What is God's plan? For people to be forgiven. (It says Jews but that is partly because they are talking to Jews at the time, we know from other parts of the bible that God wants  other people to be forgiven too!) Talk about how if God is behind all this and it is His plan then of course it can't be stopped.

The good news can't be stopped, it's God's plan. 

Vs32:Who is also at work? The Holy Spirit.

The good news can't be stopped, the Holy Spirit is working. 

Vs40-42 Ask the children what happened to the apostles? They were beaten. But this didn't stop them.

The good news can't be stopped by Jesus' friends being harmed.

So what?

Talk to the children about how we've seen that the good news couldn't be stopped. Jesus' friends just kept on telling people. Lots of things could have stopped the news from spreading but nothing did, and that's how we're here today, because people have kept on telling others the good news. 

Talk about how part of being a Christian is telling other people the good news that Jesus is the King. It was hard for the apostles, they were arrested and beaten up. Ask the children what might make it hard for them to tell others? What might stop us from passing on the good news? Do they feel like telling other people about Jesus? What do they think might be a good way of doing it? Who could help them be brave like Jesus' friends the apostles? (The Holy Spirit!)

Play an active game

Play 'Stuck in the mud' or similar games that involve being stopped. Maybe table football with fingers, a small ball and goal (homemade is fine). 

Play a quieter game

Play a variation on 'just a minute', challenge the children to see how long they can talk about a particular subject. Talk about how Jesus' friends just couldn't stop talking about him. 

Play a quieter game

Play 'Would you rather' with situations where you would have to be brave e.g.

Would you rather eat a worm or a slug!

Would you rather go to the North Pole or the Amazonian Rainforest?

Get the children to think some of their own up!

Talk about how the apostles had to be really brave to keep telling people the good news that Jesus is the King. 

Make

Make a road sign from cardboard, have printed or get the children to write on one side 'Stop' and get the children to colour it red. On the other side have written on it 'The good news can't be stopped'. The children can colour it green. Attach a lolly stick or similar to the bottom of the sign so they can twizzle it round! 

Pray

Ask God to help us,if we're friends with Jesus to be brave and tell other people about Him

Resources:

Ball and cardboard goals for table football

Cardboard

Colouring pencils / crayons

Lolly sticks

Sellotape

